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generations.
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The Westport River Watershed Alliance (WRWA) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) environmental 
education and advocacy group, formed in 1976 to protect and conserve the natural resources 
of the Westport River and it 100-square mile watershed located at the entrance to Buzzards 
Bay in southeastern Massachusetts. The Westport River watershed includes the communities 
of Westport, Dartmouth, Fall River and Freetown in Massachusetts, and Tiverton and Little 
Compton in Rhode Island.

A Voice for the River

Since organizing in the mid-1970s we have listened to the River and its waterways:  the sounds 
of water, wind, and the creatures with which we share this magical corner of the world.  
Members often tell us they feel privileged to live in this special place, one that encourages 
reflection, relaxation and renewal. Our sole objective is to protect the environment we all 
share, and to assure that our children and theirs will be inspired to preserve this treasure as 
well.

How do we do we do that? 

Through observation. • An active volunteer network led by our professional staff gathers 
data on and performs frequent tests of water quality throughout the entire 100 square 
mile watershed. 
Through collaboration. • Together with Town of Westport and regional environmental 
groups and officials, we observe, assess and advise on trends that indicate potential 
threat(s) to the River’s fragile ecosystems. 
Through advocacy. • By nurturing relationships with local, regional and state officials we 
seek to influence decision making, development of regulations and legislative initiatives 
that will sustain River water quality and where needed, to improve it.

WRWA’s Guiding Principles
A healthy watershed with its natural beauty is an asset for the entire community.• 
Recreational and commercial use of the River is part of our heritage and culture.• 
Human activity has a major impact on River health.• 
A clean River and clean drinking water are linked.• 
Science guides our actions and advocacy for the watershed.• 
Building collaborative relationships with government and community groups helps to • 
achieve shared goals.
Educating our youth ensures the continuation of responsible stewardship.• 
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Dear Members and Friends:

Letter from WRWA President and WRWA Executive Director

R. Michael Sullivan
WRWA President

Deborah Weaver
Executive Director
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The Westport River Watershed Alliance had a banner year, despite another year of dealing with the 
ups and downs of COVID.   Our staff continued to demonstrate their creativity and resilience through 
ever-changing circumstances.  Our finances are in excellent shape—thanks to the support and 
generosity of our loyal membership and careful management by our leadership.

Our innovative education program continued in the Westport schools, as things have gotten back to 
normal, post-pandemic.  Our children’s summer programs were full, and we provided eight full 
scholarships to children in grades 1-4.  We are very proud to have expanded our education staff by 
adding a new full-time position, now filled by a former Westport School student Michaelah 
Vasconcellos, who was influenced by our environmental lessons in school. The River Center was 
regularly open to the public, and we held several speaker series and educational workshops on 
relevant topics– both remotely and in person.  

Our science team continued to work on important research projects, including looking for solutions 
to two major challenges facing our River: salt marsh degradation and excess nitrogen.  We worked 
closely with the Town, knowledgeable volunteers, and other nonprofit and research organizations to 
study these serious problems.  

We have begun 2023 in a strong position, with adequate resources to continue our commitment to 
serve the Westport River Watershed community in the areas of education, research, and advocacy.  

Thank you to all our members and supporters. Together we can make a difference in the water 
quality of the beautiful Westport River.



Westport River Watershed Alliance 
2022 Finances*

Revenue $ 724,963

Expenses $ 528,757

*Unaudited

2022 Operations showed a Net Income of $196,206. Operating Income was about $20,000 above 2021 Operating 
Income. Events Income increased by $71,000 thanks in part to a very successful Summer Concert and (thanks to 
our many volunteers) a very successful Gala and Silent Auction. 2022 Operating Expenses were about $8,000 less 
than 2021  Operating Expenses. All staff continued Full Time and we added a new position of Environmental 
Educator in charge of River Center Programming. Spending increased for Education in the Westport Public 
Schools, and for Science and Advocacy. The draw from the Endowment to Operations continues to be the 
minimum (1.4%) that WRWA is required to make use of in the given calendar year.

Contributions $361,997
Endowment to 
Operations

$18,000

Events $226,295
Grants $94,733
Programs $23,938
Total $724,963

 

Administration $72,982
Community 
Engagement

$96,834

Development and 
Finance

$81,244

Education $97,638
Events $56,139
Facilities $30,217
Science and 
Advocacy

$93,703

Total $528,757
 



2022 Education Programs
Shelli Costa, Education Director and Michaelah Vasconcellos, Environmental Educator

Over 2,000 school children in grades Pre-K-High School participated in 
WRWA’s Watershed Education Program (WEP). Our award-winning 
program enhances the existing school curriculum with hands-on, science 
lessons and field studies. WEP’s main goal is to build a sense of local 
stewardship for our natural surroundings.
2022 was a remarkable year for the WEP Program, which continued to 
improve throughout the year by completing the following goals:

WRWA hosted one full-time TerraCorps Member to build our education • 
and outreach programs. Our Service Member, Michaelah Vasconcellos, 
has created new outreach programs and added new lessons to our 
existing WEP Curriculum.
WRWA has expanded the education staff by hiring Michaelah • 
Vasconcellos as a full-time Environmental Educator. She has brought 
new energy and ideas to our in class programs, field studies, as well as 
family programming at the River Center. 
WRWA continues to build our program offerings with the first floor of • 
the River Center outfitted with new tools to engage visitors. We hosted 
several scout troops, home school groups, and open house events in 
2022.
The education staff continued to support an organic school garden with • 
the Westport Kindergarten students. Students were led on a field study 
to a local site, Westport Land Conservation Trust’s Mill Pond Site as 
part of their science learning.
Our youngest learners in PreK had monthly visits in 2021 to expand • 
their awareness of the creatures that live in the Westport River through 
lessons, books, crafts and hands-on activities.
Fifth graders at Westport Middle School planted more dune grass • 
seedlings as part of the Dune Restoration Project. Students also 
researched the plants and animals that have adapted to survive in the 
dunes climate.
WRWA has also continued to educate students about the importance • 
of local wetlands like vernal pools with in class lessons and the annual 
vernal pool field study held at the Westport Elementary School.
WRWA continues to receive support from BayCoast Bank to hire 2 local • 
college interns to assist with our summer education and water quality 
monitoring programs. This funding supported two interns, Hannah 
Chamberlain and Kiara Cruz-Gonzalez. They were a great addition to 
our education team for the season.
Summer science education programs were almost completely booked • 
for the 2022 season. We offered seven weeks of summer programs, 
reaching over 100 participants ages 3 to 16 throughout the season. 
WRWA continued to build the Gay Gillespie Summer Scholarship Fund 
through generous donations. Seven children received full scholarships 
in 2022.



2022 Science and Advocacy
Water Quality Monitoring
In 2022 the region 
experienced drought 
conditions in June-August 
there was a total of  6 
inches of rain recorded, 
much lower than typical 
amounts. We monitor a 
type of bacteria used for 
swimming and shellfishing 
standards, which have 
specific concentrations of 
bacteria that are considered 
safe for humans, reported 
in cfu or colony forming 
units. This summer areas in 
the upper East Branch failed 
standards for recreational 
contact many times due to 
the droppings of a population of non-migrating Canada Geese. WRWA 
also participates in the Buzzard’s Bay Coalition’s Baywatchers project, 
which continues to monitor nitrogen levels in the River. Nitrogen pollution 
is a major threat to the river’s overall health. We continually improve our 
ability to share our data with government agencies, planners, and other 
environmental groups.

Salt Marsh Resilience Studies
Continued to work with researchers from Providence College to survey • 
salt marsh conditions in the River.
10 tide measurement stations deployed this summer in both branches • 
of the River.
Months of data collected to measure tide height and temperature.• 
Tide information to be combined with marsh elevation measurements • 
to determine marsh inundation rates.

Hix Bridge Rubble Removal
WRWA Volunteers SCUBA dive to examine natural oyster population in • 
scour holes 
Meetings with Army Corps of Engineers and Town officials to assess • 
project status and viability

Collaboration with the Decision Makers
Worked with Town committees and consultants to insure scientifically • 
valid approaches to environmental issues affecting the watershed. 
Climate Resilience Committee• —WRWA volunteers worked with the 
Town to understand how the River is changing. The climate is changing, 
and our land uses in the watershed must be less impactful to help the 
River and our community at large regain its health.
Comments to DEP about proposed changes to Title 5 —We agree with • 
MassDEP’s goals for nitrogen reduction, yet there are a number of 
concerns about details of their proposal. WRWA is working with the Department and the Town of Westport to 
determine appropriate and acceptable approaches for meeting water quality goals for the River.

Roberta Carvalho, Science Director



2022 Community Engagement Programs
Steve Connors, Community Engagement Manager

We emerged from hibernation in 2022, with the Covid pandemic 
having less of a dampening effect on our community engagement 
activities than the past two years.  WRWA resumed many of our 
traditional community engagement events and programs.  At the same 
time, we continued making interesting and informative videos with our 
education staff and Terracorps service member, and presented some 
very popular Zoom lectures in the winter, including Climate Emergency: 
What’s at stake, and what we can do about it, with Dr. Heather 
Goldstone of the Woodwell Climate Research Center, Sustainability in 
Westport with Jamie Jacquart from UMASS Dartmouth, Invasive  Asian 
Shore Crabs with Renee Montanaro from UMASS, More than just the 
buzz:  Using ecological data to restore native pollination systems (and 
why it matters) with Dr. Robert Gegear from UMASS. 

Clean-ups
Our springtime activities included getting back to our twice-annual 
beach clean-ups at Cherry & Webb Conservation Area, with over fifty 
volunteers filling bags with trash.  We also continued our partnership 
with C.O.W. – Clean Our Westport—for town-wide clean ups of 
roadsides, and scores of volunteers collected hundreds of pounds of 
trash from all around Westport.  WRWA acts as fiscal agent for C.O.W., 
accepting donations on their behalf and hosting their meetings. 

Electronics Recycling 
And the electronic waste keeps on coming! We filled two large box 
trucks with old computers and electronic equipment, dropped off by 
residents of Westport and nearby towns. This event has proved to be a 
very popular and valuable twice-annual event, conducted along with 
IndieCycle, a nonprofit organization dedicated to recycling all the 
materials from electronic devices. Over the years, we have helped 
recycle close to 40,000 pounds of recyclable electronic waste. 
 
The Wonders of the Watershed 
In the month of June, we again featured a whole month of outdoor 
activities. We called it Experience WOW, the Wonders of the 
Watershed, and members and friends came out to enjoy bird watching 
on Gooseberry with Paul Champlin, hiking to the headwaters with 
Everett Castro from Green Futures, a dune hike with WRWA, and oyster 
tasting at Westport Sea Farms. 
 
Family Programs at the River Center 
We opened up our well-equipped education center for Saturday 
programs many times in 2022, with our environmental educator 
Michaelah presenting interesting science-based activities and 
presentations for kids and adults alike.  It was a pleasure to share this 
wonderful public engagement asset with the community, and we 
expect that the events will continue to grow in popularity. 



2022 Giving

$15,000 and above
Harvey Family Fund at The Rhode 
  Island Foundation
Nancy (Nancee) D. Meeker (late)
John and Carol Moriarty
Joop and Ria Nagtegaal
Rupert Thompson Fund at the Rhode 
  Island Foundation
Michael and Martha Sullivan

$10,000 to $14,999
Mary Ellen and Ed Flynn
Andreas and Diane Halvorsen
Ryan and Jaime Kim
Van Sloun Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous
Peter and Rosanne Aresty
Judith and Alan Pemstein
Donald and Marjorie Swift
Clement Van Buren

$2500 to $4,999
Robert and Pamela Beck
Harold and Geraldine Cooper
Charles Cowing and Katherine Gibson
Michele Demarest and 
 John D. Patterson, Jr.
Linda and Charles Findlay
Jack Gillette
Judith B. Hale
Richard and Nancy Mobley
Ward and Lucy Mooney
Stacy and Sean Mullaney
Gigi and David Priebe
Brooksie Robbins and 
 Bobo Widing Jonsson
Debby Robbins and George Andrews
Amy Rosenberg and John Slafsky

In an effort to acknowledge the many ways our contributors support WRWA throughout the year, members are 
listed according to their total annual giving. Gifts in this total include memberships, Annual Fund contributions, 
matching gifts, memorial contributions, endowment gifts, Summer Gala contributions (excluding auction 
purchases) and other donations from January 1 - December 31, 2022. Every effort has been made to ensure that 
these are accurate and inclusive. If you see an error, please contact the WRWA office.
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Thomas and Katharine Schmitt
Barbara and Tom Slaight
Kim Beede Soule and 
 Richard H. Soule Jr.
Abigail Test
Samuel Test

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous
Bill and Penny Agnew
Joel Altstein and Nan M. Laird
Joel and Lisa Alvord
Charlie Baker and Dorothy Pizzella
Bruce A. Bauman and 
 Denise D. Selden
Lin Beck and Bill Pardee
Robert and Katherine Beede
Gertraude Bergland
Trey and Debbie Bianco
Bettina Borders and Victor Mailey
Tom Boreiko and Alison Coolidge
Nils Bruzelius and Lynne Weil
Katherine Burdon
Philip and Hilary Burling
April Carleton
Jane Clark and Jonathan Gertler
Terrance and Charlene Connolly
Geoff and Tracy Cornell
Elizabeth Coxe and David Forney
Bob and Susan Daylor
Charles Y. Deknatel
Ralph and Heidi Derbyshire
David DeWitt
Marjorie Findlay and 
 Geoff Freeman
Stephen Fletcher and 
 Michael Walden
Jane and Stephen Frank
Ann S. Higgins
Mary Hynes and Marc Tessier-Lavigne
Peter and Tanya Johnson
Scott and Barbara Jones
Martin and Judy Kelly
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Ron Knapp
Virginia L. Lacy
Henry and Catherine Lanier
Joanne Leary
Sally Ann Ledbetter
Sarah and Ted Lodge
Charles and Nancy McGrath
James and Donna Moody

Lee Morrison
Sharon Nolan and Jim Rosenfeld
Partners Village Store
Andrea M. Powning
Thomas and Johanna Robinson
Katharine and Peter Rosenfeld
Michael and Judy Rosow
Mark and Margot Schmid
Norma Sears
Joanne Segal Fryer
Chris and Deb Semine
Drew and Kiki Shilling
Elizabeth Sittenfeld
Anne Snyder
Geoffrey Swaebe
Henry Swan
The Howard Bayne Fund
Renke and Pamela Thye
Pam Trippe
Jim and Karen Tung
Henry and Janet Vaillant
Caroline and William Wehner
Harry and Lucy Whitin
Carroll and Kate Williamson
William and Laura Wilson
Jim and Robyn Worthington
Sarah Yerkes

$500 to $999
A.D. Makepeace Company
Mits and Marilyn Adams
Richard and Cece Armstrong
William and Susan Barker
Samuel and Susan Barnard
Gregory Barr and Elizabeth Trippe
Richard and Maggie Beers
Mary Berg
Emilio Bizzi
Daphne Borden
Lawrence and Susan Borges
Mary Lou Boutwell
Robert Branca
Scott and Mayke Briggs
James Burlingame
Michael and Catriona Burns
Edward and Peggy Campion
Pam and Charley Carey
Richard and Lesley Carrigg
Peter and Patti Cerilli
Nicholas and Meg Christ
John and Susan Clarke
David and Giovanna Clott
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David Cole and Betty F. Slade
James Collins and Genae Johnson
Judith and Allen Conaway
John and Chris Conway
Pamela Coravos and Garrett Stuck
David Corrsin
Larry and Nancy Culpepper
Wendy and Jim Dorsey
Matthew and Christine Doyle
Thomas Drew and 
 Carolyn Benedict-Drew
Carolyn Duby and David Swift
Edward Dietrich and Barbara Smith
Jeffrey Elefante and 
 Catherine Satterlee
Barry and Elaine Fain
Robin and Samuel Fan
Helga Faulenbach Nichols
Bradford and Eileen Faxon
Dale Ferris
Elizabeth Flynn and Andrew Lott
Ellen Gates
Michael and Jen Gazdacko
Gay Gillespie
R. Jeremy and Hannelore Grantham
Sally Harty
Carol Ann Hayes
Lee Higgins
Richard and Alison Jones
Deborah Judd and Hank Keating
Christopher and Susan Killenberg
David and Kimberly Klimek
Trish Knapp Weber
David Lalima and Georgiana Thomas
Anne and Bob Larner
Patsy Lawrence
Robert and Weezie Lawrence
Rud Lawrence and Jackie Cohen
Lees Market
Richard and Gail Leonard
Rob and Allison MacCormick
Janie Martignetti
David and Maria Martin
Elizabeth and George Maxted
Cameron McNeil and Eric Hilt
Sarah and Sean McNeill
Paul Mooney
Bob Murphy
Varick Niles
Eric and Allison Oishi
Ernest Patrikis and Emily Trueblood
Wynn Perlick

Dr. Billie Pivnick
Nancy Poor
James Rainville and Susan Stoops
Thomas Rogers
Jean Rosiello
Amy Saldinger
Edward and Kathy Sayers
Paul and Christine Schmid
Martha Sears and Gary Baker
Sue Sebastiao
Janet Segal
Kenneth and Korina Short
Michael and Louise Silverman
John and Sophia Spiliakos
Ann Squire
Gregory and Brenda Stone
Christopher and Elizabeth 
  Thompson
Joan Thompson
David and Lynne Toth
Leslie Tripp
Nancy Vaudry
Keith and Susan Watson
Kathy Wattles
Elizabeth White
Bob and Mary Ellen White
James and Nancy Whitin
Gordon Wisbach

Up to $500
John and Patricia Affleck
Tim and Monica Agnew
Lucien and Kristi Agniel
Richard Arsenault
Joe and Michelle Albernaz
Caroline and Nate Allen
Al and Mady Almeida
Carolyn F. Almy and 
 F.J. Whitmore Boogaerts
Carol and Leonard Amaral
Donna Amaral
Marc Anderson
Jack and Zoe Anetakis
Gregg Angell
Gene and Elizabeth Antonell
Charley and Pat Appleton
Robert G. Armknecht
E. Breck Arnzen and 
 Lani Peterson-Arnzen
Reed Austin
Leigh Bagley
Susan and Bruce BaileyPhoto: Amelia Tripp



Lawrence N. Bailis and Susan Shevitz
Ian Barnacle
Michele Barnes
Rebecca Barnes
Katharine Barnum
Karen Bartlett
Elizabeth A. Baylies and 
 R. Nicholas Burns
Barbara Bean
Beetle, Inc.
Jean M. Bellow
Alice Benedict and Caldwell Smith
Tim and Lori Benson
Terese Bernert
Elizabeth Bernstrom and 
 Gregory Henes
Mary Biasotti
David and Betsy Bienvenue
Peter and Sue Bigelow
David Biltcliffe
Judith E. Black
Robert and Julia Blake
Robert and Melissa Blanchette
Alexander and Gaye Bok
Caroline L. Bolter
Carol Bonnar
David and Betheny Borges
Lisa Borges
Sheri Boyle
Robert and Nancy Bradley
Colleen Brady
James and Ellen Brayton
Jane Gordon Brayton
Sally Brayton
Richard and Barbara Brewer
Peter and Tally Briggs
Charlene Brock
Michael and Nina Brogna
Deborah and David Brown
Michael W. Brown and Anne Gately
Gioia T. Browne and James Marsh
Wayne C. and Eileen M. Browning
Carroll and Nancy Brownlee
Burton B. Bryan
Virginia Buchanan
Norman and Irene Buck
Thomas Buckley
John and Laurie Bullard
James and Eleanor Burgess
Phillip and Christine Burgess
Susan Cadieux
Merlin Camozzi

Peter and Dawn Campbell
Jeff and Cheryle Cantin
Fabien and Lisa Canuel
Janet Carney
Paul and Sandy Carroll
Constance and Richard Castenson
William Chace
Christopher T. and 
 Annie Mock Chan
Marc and Marne Chardon
Chase Farm Veterinary Hospital
Leo and Amy Chausse
Brindalyn Chen
Gregory Cherneff and 
 Martha Larrabee
Sarah and Chadwick Christie
Edward Ciarpella and Jean Souza
John and Rayna Cipollini
Susan Clare and Peter D. Parker
Bruce and Karen Clarke
Michael and Amy Clarke
Charlotte and Frank Clegg
Arlene Cloutier
James Connor and Ann Donohue
Mary and Jack Connor
Nat and Caroline Connors
James and Carol Constantine
Marc Cooper
David and Linda Cornell
Corinne Corrigan
Martin Costa
Elizabeth Coughlin and 
 Damon May
Louisa Coughlin
Thomas and Joan Coughlin
Michael and Jennifer Coye
William and Martha Crimmins
Leslie and Ed Cronin
Michael F. and Marian Cronin
Deborah Crossley and Phil Vance
Victoria R. Cunningham
Susan Czernicka
Alexander Daggett
Brendan Daley
James and Rosemary Daley
Thomas and Nancy Davenport
Ingrid M. Davidge
Nancy M. Dawson
Virginia Lyons and 
 Richard de Neufville
Catherine Decker
John and Inge DeFuscoPhoto by: Mark Goulding



David and Deborah Deitz
George and Paula Delano
Jeff and Lynn Detrick
John and Bette DeVeuve
Richard Dey
Joyce DiBona
William Dills
Lori Doustou
Emily Dowd
Rosemary and Thomas Downer
Carrie Drake and Richard Paull
Deborah and Henry Drinker
Catherine Dunham and 
  Michael Segal
Milton L. Dunham
Douglas Brown
Beverley Edwards
Mark and Wanda Edwards
David and Linda Elliott
Chuck Wardwell
Susan Esty and Larry Sullivan
Frederic and Elizabeth Eustis
Rick Eustis
Marina Faelli
John and Vivian Fagan
Barbara Faria
Elizabeth Farley
Robert and Pam Faulkner
Charles and Kate Feininger
Marissa Ferris
Frederick and Madeleine Findlay
Sydney and Eric Fisher
Grover  and Monika Fitch
Ann R. Flather
Ron and Katherine Flener
Marie Fontaine
Heather Forbes
Ross and Suzanne Forbes
Steve and Lyn Fors
George and Susan Foster
Thom and Janice Freddo
Gerald and Jane Freed
Henry and Priscilla Frisch
Carolyn Fruci
Ulrike Fuld
Kristie Furrow and Sam Riley
Brian C. Gallagher and Julie Morse
Rita and Perrin Gardent
Lee (late) and Polly Gardner
John and Natalie Garfield
Jane A. Gasek
Constance B. Gee

Christine Gibney
John and Bonny Gifford
Melissa Gifford
Deborah H. Gilbert
Timothy and Leila Gillespie
Carol Gladstone and Ben Whipple
William and Linda Glaser
Lanny and Andrea Goff
Chuck and Wendy Goldberg
Lydia and Bill Gollner
Carol Goodman and Robert Walsh
Tim and Jena Goodridge
Joseph Greaney and Nancy Becker
Martha Greenwood
Peter and Tracy Greenwood
Virginia Greenwood
Anne Griswold
Elizabeth Grossman and Baruch 
Kirschenbaum
Gene and Carol Guay
Brian and Charlotte Guimond
David and Margaret Gullette
Janet Hadley
Robert C. and Susan M. Hadley
Carter and Susan Hall
Charlie and Kathy Hall
Eleanor Anne Hall
Nathan and Eileen Hall
Terrance Hamilton
Devens and Sandy Hamlen
Jim and Maggie Hammerman
E. Skyler and Linda Hardy
Daniel and Nancy Harrington
June Hatfield and Roland Koelsch
Carolyn Haynes
Patricia Healey and Robert Makin
Betty and William Heath
Anne and Jerry Heller
Wendy and Jeff Henderson
Russ Hensel and Karen Quigley
Paul Heywood and Linda Cook
Emily Hoeffel
William Hogan and Donna Massano
Richard and Ashley Holmquist
George and Marcia Holster
Donald Honeycutt (late)
Anne T. Hopkins
Beth Hopkins
Sandra Horowitz
Elizabeth Hubert and Ron Dumais
Sheila Hughes
Barbara and Peter HumphreyPhoto by: Greg Stone



Tom and Jen Hunnewell
Sue and Bill Hutson
Richard and Annie Ibara
Richard and Sandra Ilgen
David Jabbour
Jack and Kristin Wilkenson
Barbara Jansen
Trintje Jansen
Stephen Johnson
James and Allison Johnston
Joann J. Johnston
Paul and Tara Joncas
Janet Jones
John and Carolyn Kaiser
John and Fran Karoff
Catharine Katzenbach
Joan Kaufman
Rebecca Kaye
James and Judy Keeley
Lyn Keith
Judy L. Keller
Patti and Michael Kelly
Tom and Suzanne Kendig
Danielle Kennedy
Gene and Peggy Kennedy
Mary Louise Kennedy
Debby King
Virginia A. King
Annie and James Kinsey
Barbara and Richard Kloehn
Thomas and Susan Knapp
Jane and Bradford Koenitzer
Richard Koenitzer
William and Cindy Krause
Betty Krikorian
Robert and Naoko Kugler
Nan Laird
Debra Lambert
Kathryn Lamontagne
Carol Langstaff and Jim Rooney
Clifton LaPorte
Mark Lavallee
Duncan and Carrie Law
Raymond P. Leary
John F. Lentini
Lucy Ann Lepreau
Maurice and Eve Lesses
Doug Lester and John Mandeville
Thomas and Yvette Leverett
Edward Levine and Isabella Porter
Diana Levy
Aimee and Paul Lightfoot

Bradford Lisle and Elizabeth Levine
Jennifer Lisle and Steven Abreu
Peter and Kay Lisle
Lisa and Mark Luttmann
Frances Lynch
Michael Lynch and Lindley Shutz
Ruth and Bruce Lynn
Russell MacAusland
William MacAusland
Jessica Macdonald
Nancy and Roger Mackay
Andrew D. Magee and Lucy Munson
Magie Malaro
Richard Manchester
Michael and Elizabeth Marcus
Tylee B. Marion
Alita Marks and James Spears
Yvonne Marquis
Martha D. Marshall
Sarah Martin
Douglas and Carolyn Materne
Alexandria and Parker Mauck
Maury May
Gretchen and Barry Mazur
Roger and Brianna McAvoy
Thomas and Claire McCabe
Jerry McCarthy
Diane McCree and Melissa Vaughn
Olivia McCullough and 
  Jonathan Sharlin
John and Carla McDermott
Joseph and Rosemary McGuill
Arthur and Doreen McKinley
Denis Meadows
Judy Melanson
Anthony and Rosemary Melli
James Melvin
Roger and Judy Menard
Robert Merriman
Paul and Diane Methot
Edward and Denise Micale
Barbara Millen
Erica Miller
Valerie and Doug Miller
Elizabeth Millikin
William and Eileen Moncrief
Robert and Susan Montgomery
David Moreira and Anne Fonseca
Jeffrey Morrow
Hugh and Diana Morton
Meryl and Randy Moss



John Mullen
Elisabeth Mundel
Lori Myles
Bill and Jane Napolitano
Craig Newberger
Kirsten Newcomer
Megan O’Brien
Amy Oliver
Noel and Linda Olsen
Jim and Carol Orie
Daniel Ostreicher
Karen Ottenstein and David Wilkens
Marilyn Packard-Luther and Jeff Bull
Stanley and Mariette Paine
Melinda Paine-Dupont
Robert and Mary Anne Pallack
Susanne Peck
Ann Marie and Robert Peckham
Geoffrey and Sara Peckham
Melissa Pelletier
Celeste Penney
Scott Pfeninger
Andrew and Kristi Pickering
Jennifer Piemme and Ellen Wells
Norma Pineault and Jay Sullivan
Garry and Virginia Plunkett
Elizabeth Pollin and Katherine Pollin
Ted and Cathy Pomeroy
John and Kimberly Poulton
Robert and Alexandra Pozzo
Betty Prescott
Gina Purtell
Chris and Sara Quintal
Jay and Nancy Raposa
Sharon Raposa and Steve Siebel
Shmuel and Katya Ravid
Nathan Rego
Donald T. Reilly
Nancy and David Reny
Margaret Reznik
Adrienne G. Richard
Emily and Scott Richardson
CB Ricketson
Mary Ries
Frances Riley
Raymond A. Robillard
June Brownell Roche
Ruven and Catherine Rodriguez
Jane Roessner
Dennis and Ruth Rog
Christine and David Root
Scott and Lois Rossiter

Michael and Kathy Roy
Michael Salvo
John and Gail Sampieri
Marge Sandborg
David and Bonnie Sands
John and Patricia Schneider
Timothy Scott and Gabriele Zybarth
Ilene Segal
Jeanne Segal
Nancy Selvage
Alan and Janis Semine
Joan and Rob Shafran
Nancy and Michael Shand
Eileen and Kevin Shea
Mary Ann Shea and Steven Meyrich
Eileen Wheeler Sheehan
Bill and Molly Sherden
Richard and Elizabeth Shorrock
Shana Shufelt
Robert Simha
Martha L. Slaight
Jill Slosburg-Ackerman
Richard Smith and Mary Sullivan
Gail Smookler
Lucille Snyder
Martha Soehring
Rachael Solem
Rosanne Somerson and 
  Jonathan Cherneff
Judith A. Souza and Lynn Dolbec
Rhonda Souza
Joyce and Fred Sparling
David  Sprogis
Ben and Liz Squire
Carol and Bob Stegeman
Pam Stenberg
Howard and Fredi Stevenson
Stanley and Dawn Stopka
Mark Strauss
Sandy Stropp
James and Patricia Stubbert
Phillip and Linda Stubblefield
Patrick and Shelagh Sullivan
Jerry Sundheimer and 
  Elizabeth Gelfand
Charles Sweet
Arthur and Cindy Sweetser
Kim Sweney
Linda and Jeffrey Swope
Sue Szekely and Dan Burns
Maryann and William Tabola
Elizabeth Temkin



Jennifer and Seth Terry
Mary Anne Thadeu
Cynthia and Schuyler Thaxter
Mark and Connie Thompson
Nancy Thompson
David Tobias and Elizabeth Micheels
Ralph Tompkins and Fran Clark
Dorothy Paull
Martha Torrance
Bob Treitman and Leslie Fisher
Mary Trigg and Ron Rapp
Bill and Amy Tripp
Lee O. Tripp
Linda Tripp
William and Charlotte Underwood
Alan Untereiner and Karen Donfried
Derek Vaillant

Paul and Martha Valcourt
Hilly and Piet van Loon
Inge Vanpelt
Victoria Black and Brian Corey, Jr.
Elizabeth and Jeff Wade
Sterling Wall and Christine Hughes
Barbara and Jim Watterson
Sayre Weaver
Janet and Hans Wegner
Nancy Weinstein and John Dean
Ann Forest West and 
  Michael T. Piering
Barbara Whitney
William and Ellie Wickes
Evelyn Wilber and Michael Habib
Faith Wilbur and Peter D’allesandro
Ginny and Jack Wilkens

Nina and Kent Willever
Janice and Donald Williams
Cynthia and Chip Wilson
Thomas and Anne Winner
Peter F. Wohlauer and Robin Alt
Helen and Hilary Woodhouse
Stephen Wuori
Michael Yogman
Mark and Ann Young
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Winter Art Show
2022

We were thankful to utilize the beautiful Dedee Shattuck Gallery for our 9th 
Annual Winter art show in late February. The theme for the art works was 
Above and Below, and this concept inspired some truly creative pieces.

Forty artists participated, delivering to us a remarkable variety of artwork 
inspired by our coastal environment.  We estimate that over four hundred 
people visited the show, and with the help of online bidding through 32 
Auctions.com, we brought in more income than in all previous years.

Summer Concert
2022

WRWA’s Summer Concert at the Westport Rivers Vineyard took place 
on a lovely July evening, with a cheerful sellout crowd thoroughly 
enjoying our featured artist Livingston Taylor. Livingston strolled among 
his fans on his way to the stage and exchanged hugs and handshakes. 
Always the entertainer and storyteller, he pleased his audience with his 
banter and musical prowess.

This was WRWA’s eighth annual summer concert, another great 
success for our organization.  We are grateful to Westport Rivers and 
the Russell family for their generosity in hosting the event, and to our 
generous business sponsors DSK Architects and Planners, Bayside 
Restaurant, Lees Oil Service and Milbury and Company Real Estate. Our 
raffle items were generously provided by our good neighbor Osprey 
Sea & Surf Adventures.

Artists  
Ray Audet

Carol Bliven
Jennifer Borden

Marianne Boucher
Alex Buchanan
Cheryle Cantin
Janet Carney
Pam Clarkson

Merri Cyr
Susan Czernicka

Phyllis Dobbyn Adams
Midori Evans

Rita Gardent
Gay Gillies

Heidi Hallemeier
Sandra Hall

Barbara Healy
Anna Hitchcock

Emily Hoeffel
Trintje Jansen

Paula Kochanek
Jill Law

Betsey MacDonald
Dick Manchester

Alexandria Mauck
Robin Nunes

Nathan & Rebecca Orie
Jennifer Rashleigh

Dabba Stearns
Doug Stearns III
Caroline Unruh
Elizabeth Wade

Michael  Walden
Nancy Whitin
Faith Wilbur

Brenda Wrigley Scott



2022 Summer Gala

Benefactors
Richard and Cece Armstrong
Dorrie Pizzella and Charlie Baker
Bruce Bauman and Denise Selden
Mary Berg
Trey and Debbie Bianco
Katherine Burdon
Phil and Hilary Burling
Terry and Charlene Connolly
Jane Clark and Jonathan Gertler
Harold and Geraldine Cooper
Chas Cowing and Kit Gibson
Elizabeth Coxe and David Forney
Ralph and Heidi Derbyshire
Dale Ferris
Charles and Linda Findlay
Mary Ellen and Ed Flynn
Judy Hale
Ron Knapp
Sally Ann Ledbetter
Sarah and Ted Lodge

Janie Martignetti
Richard and Nancy Mobley
Ward and Lucy Mooney
John and Carol Moriarty
Lee Morrison
Sean and Stacy Mullaney
Joop and Ria Nagtegaal
David and Gigi Priebe
Tom and Johanna Robinson
Peter and Katharine Rosenfeld
Michael and Judy Rosow
Michael and Martha Sullivan
Don and Maggie Swift
Kathy Wattles

Patrons
Bill and Penny Agnew
Tom Boreiko and Alison Coolidge
Sue and Bob Daylor
R. Jeremy and Hannelore Grantham
Carol Ann Hayes
Martin and Judy Kelly
Joanne Leary
Sharon Nolan and James Rosenfeld
Mark and Margot Schmid
Janet Segal Family
Barbara and Tom Slaight
Geoffrey Swaebe
Christopher and Elizabeth Thompson
Clement Van Buren
Deborah Weaver and Philip Weinberg
Caroline and William Wehner
Elizabeth (Poo) White

Sponsors
Susan and Larry Borges
Soo and Sam Barnard
Greg Barr and Elizabeth Trippe

Robert and Pamela Beck
Rob and Katherine Beede
Gertraude Bergland
Emilio Bizzi
Daphne Borden
Scott and Mayke Briggs
Nils Bruzelius and Lynne Weil
Tad and Peggy Campion
Pamela and Charles Carey
Peter and Patti Cerilli
Nicholas and Meg Christ
John and Susan Clarke
Pamela Coravos and Garrett Stuck
Charles Deknatel
Michele Demarest and John D. Patterson
Wendy Nicholas and Jim Dorsey
Thomas Drew and 
  Carolyn Benedict-Drew
Elaine and Barry Fain
Helga Faulenbach Nichols
Ellen Gates and John Simeone
Michael and Jen Gazdacko
Gay Gillespie and Paul Mooney
Ann Higgins
Lee Higgins
Deborah Judd and Hank Keating
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Nan Laird
Anne and Bob Larner
Jackie Cohen and Rud Lawrence
Gail and Richard Leonard
Rose Rosiello
Martha Marshall
David and Maria Martin
Beth and George Maxted
Anne and Brem Mayer
Chip and Nancy McGrath
Jim and Donna Moody
Varick Niles
Dr. Billie Pivnick
Andrea Powning
Dr. Samuel and Katya Ravid
Debby Robbins and George Andrews
Paul and Tina Schmid
Tom and Kate Schmitt
Eileen Wheeler Sheehan
Michael and Louise Silverman
Martha Slaight
Jill Slosburg-Ackerman
Richard Soule and Kim Beede-Soule
Joan Thompson
Pam Trippe
Keith and Susan Watson
Jim and Nancy Whitin
Carroll and Kate Williamson
Gordon Wisbach
Michael Yogman

Over 520 people attended the 
Summer Gala, hosted by Richard & 
Cece Armstrong at Quansett Farm, off 
Horseneck Road, with magnificent 
views of Allens Pond and Buzzards 
Bay. The catering by the Westporter 
was sublime, the music from the Joe 
Mulholland Trio brought a sense of 
peace to the evening, and the Silent 
Auction was the best ever presented!
We thank the hosts for welcoming us, 
the Benefactors, Patrons and 
Sponsors who make it a financial 
success, and the many volunteers 
who  plan and staff the event in all 
areas. 



2022 Corporate Sponsors

ABC Rent A Tent
BayCoast Bank

Buzzards Bay Brewing
Country Woolens

Dartmouth Building Supply
Dedee Shattuck Gallery

Dentistry by Kevin Wendell, DDS
DSK Architects + Planners

EMC Technologies
F.L. Tripp & Sons

Graphix Plus
Lafrance Hospitality

Lees Market

Lees Oil
Mary Ann’s Cleaning

Mass Cultural Council
Mechanics Cooperative Bank

Mid-City Steel
Milbury & Company

Mott & Chace Sotheby’s International Realty
Partners Village Store
Residential Preperties
Spindrift Beverage Co.

Westport Cultural Council
Westport Rivers Vineyard

Photo: Rich Castenson



In Honor of Joop Nagtegaal
April Carleton
Sally Phillips

In Honor of Amy Patterson and Sam Musilli Wedding
Janice Faden

Christopher Futty
Joseph Schapiro and Nicole Demarest

Constance Schwedes

In Honor of Dedee Shattuck
Margaret C. Hand

In Honor of Jim and Barbara Watterson
Emma Un

In Memory of Sally Bachelder
Hope and Robert Bachelder

In Memory of Elizabeth Brinkerhoff
Charles and Linda Findlay

Richard and Nancy Mobley
John and Carol Moriarty

Thomas and Johanna Robinson
Diana Taber

In Memory of Betty Danaher
Amy and Joseph Versaggi

In Memory of George D. Edwards, Sr.
Marian Edwards Pierre-Louis

In Memory of John Fazzina
Jeffrey Bosworth

In Memory of Sidney MacCormick
Jill Kelsall

In Memory of Nancy Stropp Marion
Geoffrey and Sara Peckham

Edward Shimokawa

In Memory of Frank P. McGuigan
Jacob McGuigan

In Memory of John Raposa
Friends at Ardent Mills
Bake ‘n Joy Foods, Inc.

Norman and Susan Belliveau

Jeffrey Bosworth
Lea and Jason Branco

Joan and Ronald Briand
Calise Bakery

Helene and Russell Cantara
Joan and Chip Celestion

Frank and Therese DePonte
Sallyann and Jack DiLorio

Leo Donohue
Don and Jane Dufault

Kathryn Fay
Mario and Cristina Ferreira

Arthur and Eileen Frank
Gary and Elaine Friedman
Donna and John Gerber

Mary Helen Gillespie
John and Julie Graham

Geoffrey Ide and Peggy Hernandez
Gail Incerpi

The Kaloostian Family
Paul Kay

William Klinefelter
Gail Rossiter Leonard

John Malconian
Richard Medeiros

Nancy Moffie
Don and Bonnie Orr

Gayle and Alan Peterson
Charles and Lynne Ramos

Laura Raposa Syre
Sharon Raposa and Steve Sievel

Kenneth Raspallo of Two Papas Biscotti Company
Scott and Lois Rossiter

Leonard Russo
Patricia Ryan

Marc and Debra Souza
John and Sophia Spiliakos

Patricia Swift
Kathryn Trefry
Carl Weinberg

Lynn McCann and Douglas Youngen

In Memory of Dennis Rossiter
Patricia Haines

In Memory of Lola Weaver
Erin Lonas

Sayre Weaver

Special Recognition Gifts



The Westport River Watershed Alliance (WRWA) has been awarding a merit scholarship for 
graduating seniors living in the watershed for over 23 years. The merit award offers an 
opportunity for WRWA to honor students who have demonstrated their concern to protect 
our watershed environment.

Through generous donations over the last few years, WRWA has been able to award two 
scholarships to local students. WRWA is fortunate to have additional funds this year to give 
out a $1,500 first place award and a $500 second place award for two deserving applicants. 

This year’s merit award winners are Madison Benson for the first place award and Evan Garcia 
for the second place award. Madison Benson is senior from Westport High School and plans 
to attend Salve Regina University in the fall to study environmental science. Evan Garcia is a 
Dartmouth High School senior who has been accepted into the College of the Holy Cross to 
study political science and pursue a career as a lawyer who will assist with environmental 
conservation.

The Westport River Watershed Alliance Merit Award was created to celebrate the lives of 
William and Ruth Heath and Margo C. Boote. William and Ruth Heath were committed to 
environmental issues and protection of the natural world, as well as to social justice and 
global peace and harmony. Margo C. Boote was very involved in her community and the 
world around her. She not only portrayed an active commitment to the environmental 
mission in her actions, but also had a deep spiritual connection with the environment as was 
shown in her poetry.

High School Merit Scholarships

Madison Benson, Westport High School Evan Garcia, Dartmouth High School



Advocacy Committee
Burt Bryan
Roberta Carvalho
Rich Castenson
David Cole
Steve Connors
Harold Cooper
Ron Knapp
Maury May
Paul Mooney
Joop Nagtegaal
Wendy Nicholas
Marilyn Packard-Luther
Bill Pardee
R. Michael Sullivan, Chair
Mark Thompson
Deborah Weaver
Dale Weber
Jim Whitin

Development Committee
Jackie Cohen
Steve Connors
Harold Cooper
Gay Gillespie
Jennifer Lynch
Nancy Mobley
Carol Moriarty, Chair
Sean Mullaney
Martha Slaight
Deborah Weaver
Faith Wilbur
Cindy Wilson

Education Committee & Volunteers
Rich Castenson
Shelli Costa
Wendy Nicholas Dorsey
Dan Harrington
Marilyn Packard-Luther
Katharine Rosenfeld, Chair
Deborah Weaver
Nancy Weinstein
Michaelah Vasconcellos

Event Volunteers
Richard and Cece Armstrong
Ray and Lorraine Audet
Sam Babbitt
Colleen Brady
Nora Brady
Julia Brewster
Jenny Burns

Ed Carey
Rich and Connie Castenson
Hannah Chamberlain
Jackie Cohen and Rud Lawrence
Harold (Coop) Cooper
Elizabeth Coxe
Kiara Cruz-Gonzalez
Caroline Dabney-Allen
Jim and Wendy Nicholas Dorsey
Liz Farley
Helga Faulenbach Nichols
Rita Gardent
Anne Gately and Mike Brown
Gay Gillespie
Jim Gorman
Ginny Greenwood
Brucie Harvey
Carol Ann Hayes
Barbara Healy
Sandra and Richard Ilgen
Trintje Jansen
Jill Kelsall
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Debby King
Joanne Leary
Jody Macini, Osprey Sea & Surf
Nancy and Richard Mobley
Lucy Mooney
Carol and John Moriarty
Sean Mullaney
Joop Nagtegaal
Marilyn Packard-Luther
Paul Pineault
Norma Pineault and Jay Sullivan
Gigi Priebe
Tom Robinson
Katharine and Peter Rosenfeld
Rob and Lisa Russell
Tom Schmitt
Nancy Shand
Bill and Molly Sherden
Ken Short
Martha Slaight
Don and Maggie Swift
Deborah Weaver
Jess Weaver and Craig Broady
Dale Weber
Melissa Weihmayer
Phil Weinberg
Phil Weinstein
Jim Whitin
Fanny Whitman
Evelyn Wilber
Faith Wilbur

Cindy Wilson
Gabrielle Zybarth

Finance Committee
Carol Ann Hayes, Chair
Joanne Leary
Jennifer Lynch
Paul Mooney
Sean Mullaney
Bill Sherdon
Martha Slaight
Henry Swan
Deborah Weaver

Gala Committee
Nora Brady
Rich and Connie Castenson
Steve Connors
Caroline Dabney Allen, Co-chair
Jennifer Lynch
Nancy Mobley, Co-chair
Carol Moriarty
Katharine Rosenfeld
Deborah Weaver

Science Committee
Burt Bryan
Roberta Carvalho
Rich Castenson, Chair
Henry J. Frisch
Joop Nagtegaal
Ken Perez
Katharine Rosenfeld
R. Michael Sullivan
Deborah Weaver

Science Volunteers
Burt Bryan
John Bullard
Ed Carey
Cameron Carvalho
Rich Castenson
Sue Daylor
Bea Gormley
Bob Hawes
Sean Leach
Joop Nagtegaal
Mary Anne Sedney
Mark Strauss
Mike Sullivan
Tom White
Jim Whitin

Westport River Watershed Alliance 2022 Volunteers
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Our Vision—
a healthy watershed

where people, wildlife and the River thrive.

Visit Us
WRWA River Center

493 Old County Road
P.O. Box 3427

Westport, MA. 02790-0703
508-636-3016

http://westportwatershed.org

Westport River Watershed Alliance
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