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Our Mission:

Working together to protect and
preserve the Westport River
watershed, now and for future
generations.



The Westport River Watershed Alliance (WRWA) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) environmental
education, advocacy and research group, formed in 1976 to protect and conserve the natural
resources of the Westport River and its 100-square mile watershed located at the entrance to
Buzzards Bay in southeastern Massachusetts. The Westport River watershed includes the
communities of Westport, Dartmouth, Fall River and Freetown in Massachusetts, and Tiverton
and Little Compton in Rhode Island.

A Voice for the River

Since organizing in 1976, we have listened to the River and its waterways: the sounds of
water, wind, and the creatures with which we share this magical corner of the world.
Members often tell us they feel privileged to live in this special place, one that encourages
reflection, relaxation and renewal. Our sole objective is to protect the environment we all
share, and to assure that our children and theirs will be inspired to preserve this treasure as
well.

How do we do we do this?

e Through research. An active volunteer network led by our professional staff; gathers data
and performs frequent tests of water quality throughout the entire 100 square mile
watershed.

¢ Through collaboration. Together with the Town of Westport and regional environmental
groups and officials, we observe, assess and advise on trends that indicate potential
threat(s) to the River’s fragile ecosystems.

e Through advocacy. By nurturing relationships with local, regional and state officials we
seek to influence decision making, development of regulations and legislative initiatives
that will sustain River water quality and where needed, to improve it.

WRWA'’s Guiding Principles

e A healthy watershed with its natural beauty, is an asset for the entire community.

e Recreational and commercial use of the River is part of our heritage and culture.

e Human activity has a major impact on River health.

e Aclean River and clean drinking water are interlinked.

e Science guides our actions and advocacy for the watershed.

e Building collaborative relationships with government and community groups helps to
achieve shared goals.

e Educating our youth ensures the continuation of responsible stewardship.
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Letter from WRWA President and WRWA Executive Director

Dear Members and Friends:

As we reflect on 2025, we are deeply grateful for the collective commitment that continues to
strengthen the Westport River Watershed Alliance (WRWA) and advance our commitment to
protect, restore, and celebrate the Westport River and its surrounding watershed. In 2025 we
launched the first year of our new three-year Strategic Plan, providing clear direction and renewed
focus for the years ahead.

Collaboration and impact remained central to our efforts. 2025 marked the second year of our
Cover Crop Program, in partnership with the Westport Land Conservation Trust, which has proven to
be a great success. In partnership with local farmers, this initiative continues to reduce nutrient
runoff, protect water quality, and improve soil health in fields close to the River, supporting both
agricultural resilience and watershed protection.

Community engagement also expanded in exciting ways. Building on the success of our inaugural
year, WRWA hosted a second year of free river boat tours, doubling the number of tours offered and
reaching even more residents and visitors. These tours provide a meaningful opportunity to
experience the River firsthand, deepening understanding of its ecological importance and unique
beauty. With overwhelming interest, we are thrilled to double the number of tours again in 2026.

To ensure that access to the River is not limited by age, mobility, or season, we also created a virtual
River Tour Video in 2025. This new resource allows anyone—with or without physical access to a
boat—to experience the River at any time of day or year. Drone footage provides a unique osprey-
eye view of the River. The video is an important step toward making the watershed more inclusive
and accessible to all.

Throughout the year, WRWA continued to strengthen educational programming, partnerships, and
outreach efforts, while maintaining a strong financial position made possible by the generosity of
our donors, members, business partners, foundations, and grant supporters. Your continued
investment allows us to grow thoughtfully, respond to emerging challenges, and pursue new
initiatives and collaborations that benefit the entire watershed.

Looking ahead, we are filled with gratitude for all that has been accomplished and excited for what
lies ahead. As we prepare to celebrate WRWA'’s 50th anniversary in November 2026, we remain
committed to sustained stewardship of the Watershed, continued innovation in our programs, and
meaningful collaboration across our community.

Thank you for your ongoing support, trust, and dedication to the Westport River. Together, we are
ensuring a healthier, more resilient watershed for generations to come.

With gratitude,

V2N Y/ BTN DO WV

R. Michael Sullivan Deborah Weaver
WRWA President Executive Director



Westport River Watershed Alliance
2025 Finances*

In 2025, Westport River Watershed Alliance closed the year in a position of strength, reflecting the generosity and
commitment of our community. Operations generated total revenue of $807,247 and expenses of $719,692,
resulting in Net Revenue of $92,029, or approximately 11.4% of operating income (unaudited). Strong support
from donors drove Contributions of $464,843, complemented by Events Revenue of $274,978, continued program
participation, and grant funding. These resources allowed the Alliance to sustain meaningful investments in
Education ($144,021), Community Engagement ($116,054), and Science and Advocacy (5104,008), ensuring that
outreach, research, and River protection efforts continued to thrive. This positive financial performance reinforces
the Alliance’s ability to advance its mission, while building a resilient foundation for the future.

Revenue S 80

Contributions $464,843

Endowment to $3,115

Operations

Events $274,978

Grants $29,200

Programs $35,111

Total $807,247
Expenses S 71

Administration $123,393

Community $116,054

Engagement

Development and $99,729

Finance

Education $144,021

Events

Facilities 549,787

Science and $104,008

Advocacy

Total $719,692

Endowment,
$3,115

Programs, $35,111

Grants, $29,200

Contributions,
$464,843

Events, $274,978

Science and
Development and Advocacy

Finance, $99,729 $104,008

Facilities,
$49,787

Administration,
$123,393
Events, $82,700

Education, Community
$144,021 Engagement,
$116,054

*Unaudited



2025 Education Programs

Kim Botelho, Education Director and Michaelah Vasconcellos, Lead Environmental Educator
Alyssa Pacheco and Cameron Carvalho—Summer Educators

The Westport River Watershed Alliance (WRWA) provides year round education 5;{" 2l
for all ages. We connect children to the Westport River and its watershed \
through the Watershed Education Program (WEP), a model for district-wide
environmental education. We reach families through Open Days in the River
Center, community events, and River Tours. We also provide adult education
through workshops, Nature Talks speaker series, college presentations, and
more. Here are some highlights from 2025:

e This year, WRWA provided 157 hours of teaching over 200 programs to nearly = _
5000 students in grades Pre-K - 12 in Westport and Fall River, MA.

e We provided monthly programs for every Pre-K and Kindergarten class at the
Macomber Primary School including an outdoor field experience in the
schoolyard focused around the pollinator garden.

e At the Westport Elementary School, WRWA provided bimonthly programs for
every first and second grade class, monthly programs for every third grade
class, and two classroom programs for fourth graders. We also provided field
studies for all four grades.

* The entire first grade curriculum was also redesigned to feature watershed
habitats and a new pre- and post-test evaluation was administered. 5

* At the Westport Middle High School, fifth graders participated in two classroom i@
programs and a field study focused on climate impacts to coastal ecosystems, 1 =
dune restoration, and civic engagement.

e Kim Botelho became an official member of the Westport Climate Resilience

Committee and plans to help with community outreach efforts. WRWA’s 2025

Education Program
is made possible by

o WRWA completed its twenty-eighth summer of science programming. The
summer Watershed Discovery Programs were a huge success, filling all 80
spaces. We also launched River Rangers, a summer program for 5-9 year olds

. . . enerous support from:
to accommodate siblings and mixed-age friends. g PP

e WRWA provided over $3000 in GG Summer Scholarships. Bay Coast Bank

e QOver 400 children and adults visited the River Center free-of-charge. We were
open 2-3 days per week throughout the summer, the first Saturday of each
month during the school year, select Fridays, and special days during school Gay Gillespie Scholarship Fund
vacation.

Garden Club of Buzzards Bay

e We expanded free river tours to reach more families throughout the Heath Family Fund

watershed. Lawrence Family Fund

e Worked with an Eagle Scout to install River Reads, an upcycled canoe library.
] ] Lees Market
® Began a monthly climate focused class for high school students.

» Offered hands-on workshops for families including wildlife photography, Tom and Kate Schmitt

mushroom identification, and holiday wreath making. Van Sloun Foundation

* Reached over 1000 people with Nature Talks, WRWA's science lecture series.

Wattles Family Fund

¢ Launched two new citizen science efforts in iNaturalist.

e Provided $3000 in scholarships to graduating seniors. Westport Education Foundation



2025 Science and Advocacy

Roberta Carvalho, Science Director

2025 was a productive year for WRWA. 2025 Data Summary
As we stepped into implementation of WRWA Water Quality Results 2025
our 2025-2028 Strategic Plan, we
. . . West Charlton | Rainfallin
focused on_tummg strong SCIence_ Into Test Dates Head of | Doctors Hix Cadman's | Westport | Branch Wharf last 48
real-world impact. Our work continues Westport [ Point | Bridge Neck Point | near 448 | (mouthof | hours
to center on protecting water quality, River Rd | River) (inches)
building climate resilience, and making| **U" >6 130 76 4 2 4 4 0.00
L 11-Jun 154 118 56 40 2 10 2 0.46
sure local decisions are backed by 18-Jun 48 ) 3 5 ) ) 5 0.00
credible data. We are not just studying | 25-jun 150 6 10 4 2 4 2 0.00
the River. We are helping shape its 2-lul 430 44 24 2 4 2 2 0.01
fut 9-Jul 2,500 128 334 8 2 2 2 0.41
uture. 16-ul 134 14 6 2 2 4 2 0.02
Strategic Plan Implementation 23-Jul 150 18 8 2 2 2 2 0.00
e Finalized and b imol tati 30-Jul 74 6 2 2 4 2 2 0.00
inalized and began imp e_men ation | ¢ . s 5 6 5 5 5 5 0.00
of the 2025-2028 Strategic Plan. 13-Aug 144 2 2 2 2 2 2 0.00
e Dedicated significant staff and board | 20-Aug 150 6 4 2 2 2 2 0.01
. . . 27-A 128 2 2 2 2 2 2 0.00
time to planning sessions, data ue
review, and priority setting. Numbers indicate colonies of fecal coliform bacteria per 100 mL of water
° Aligned monitoring, and outreach Numbers in RED exceed Massachusetts threshold for swimming (200+ per 100 mL)
efforts with measurable goals Massachusetts threshold for shellfish is 14+ per 100 mL and for drinking water is 0 per 100 mL

Water Quality Monitoring — Fecal Coliform

e Conducted weekly bacteria monitoring throughout the summer season.

* Most monitoring sites met Massachusetts swimming and shellfishing standards.

» Bacteria spikes were primarily associated with short-term stormwater runoff.

e Compared to recent wet years, exceedances were fewer and more localized.

e Continued long-term dataset development to inform management decisions
and identify trends.

Nutrient Monitoring and Estuary Health

e Partnered with the Buzzards Bay Coalition to track nitrogen levels.

e Recent data show nearly all monitoring stations continue to exceed nitrogen
thresholds established in the regulatory Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL).

e Findings reinforce the need for continued watershed-based nitrogen reduction
strategies.

e Integrated bacteria and nutrient datasets to guide science-based advocacy and
restoration priorities.

Salt Marsh and Climate Resilience

e Continued tidal monitoring at three sites in the River.

e Collected data on tide height, current velocity, and water temperature.

e Paired tidal data with marsh elevation surveys to assess inundation patterns.

e Expanded multi-year dataset to strengthen climate resilience analysis.

Science-Based Advocacy and Community Engagement

* Engaged with town officials, regulatory agencies, and community partners on
wastewater planning and watershed protection strategies.

e Contributed scientific data to discussions on nutrient management.

e Supported agricultural land-use practices that reduce watershed impacts.

e Shared monitoring results with residents to connect land use, stormwater
management, and water quality outcomes.

e Strengthened partnerships with regional organizations to advance coordinated
water quality solutions.




2025 Community Engagement Programs

Margaret Broughton, Public Engagement Coordinator

In 2025, WRWA hosted a diverse slate of public programs and volunteer
events that connected community members with the Westport River
and its watershed. Through partnerships, educational programming,
and hands-on stewardship opportunities, these events fostered
appreciation of local landscapes while encouraging residents to actively
participate in protecting the natural resources that define our region.

2025 Highlights

Guided Nature Walks — Continued partnership with the Westport
Land Conservation Trust to host seasonal community walks, including
programs at Westport Woods and Gooseberry Island, encouraging
exploration and appreciation of local habitats.

NATIVE VOICES
OF THE LAND

A Fundraising Event

Native Voices of the Land — Co-sponsored a summer panel and
cultural event at Weatherlow Farms. Featuring Indigenous leaders and
cultural practitioners discussing ancestral land stewardship, traditional
practices, and community dialogue. The event included performances
by the Eastern Medicine Singers, exhibits, and the premiere of the
documentary Diligence.

Panel of Tribal Leaders

Premiere of Documentary {
"Diligence” by Brooklyn

Demme !
| Eastern Medicine Singcrs’ ‘)

7 o A

Community Clean-ups — Organized volunteer clean-up efforts
including the COASTSWEEP beach cleanup at Gooseberry Island and
town-wide watershed clean-ups through Clean Our Westport (C.0.W.),
removing hundreds of pounds of debris. WRWA continues to serve as
fiscal agent for C.O.W.

Electronics Recycling — Partnered with IndieCycle to host two
electronics recycling events, collecting 19,623 pounds of e-waste in
2025 and contributing to over 280,000 pounds recycled through the
program since 2015.

Nature Talk Series — Hosted expert speakers at the River Center
exploring topics such as shellfish aquaculture, fisheries science, and salt
marsh conservation, continuing WRWA's tradition of combining
science, education, and community engagement.

Free Community River Tours — Offered free boat tours of the Westport
River through September for families in watershed communities and
participants in WRWA youth programs who do not otherwise have
access to the River, expanding opportunities for residents to experience
and connect with the watershed firsthand. Special thanks to volunteer
captains William Chase and Rick Smith for generously donating their
time and vessels to make these experiences possible.

e




3| 2025 Giving

WRWA

In an effort to acknowledge the many ways our contributors support WRWA throughout the year, members are
listed according to their total annual giving. Gifts in this total include memberships, Annual Fund contributions,
matching gifts, memorial contributions, endowment gifts, Summer Gala contributions (excluding auction
purchases) and other donations from January 1 - December 31, 2025. Every effort has been made to ensure that
these are accurate and inclusive. If you see an error, please contact the WRWA office.

$10,000 and above
Pam and Bob Beck
Ralph and Heidi Derbyshire
Mary Lou and Tom Kearns:
DSK studio
Diane and Andreas Halvorsen
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Coop and Geraldine Cooper
Allyn and Mary Coop
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Joseph and Sarah Baron
Greg Barr and Wendy Trippe
Rob and Katherine Beede
Deborah and David Brown
Phil and Hilary Burling

Blair and Nancy Burlingame
Julia and Jim Bush

Suki Bush

Nick and Meg Christ

Jane Clark and Jonathan Gertler
Mike and Amy Clarke

Terry and Charlene Connolly
Geoff and Tracy Cornell

Cliff Cort

Liz Coxe and Dave Forney
Bill and Harley Creelman
James Croom

Stephen Culhane

Raffi Der Sarkissian

Matthew and Christine Doyle
Linda and Spinner Findlay

Liz Flynn

Ed and Mary Ellen Flynn

Peter and Debbie Gates

Gay Gillespie and Paul Mooney
Scott Gilmour and Jill Shay
Lydia and Bill Gollner

Joseph Greaney and Nancy Becker
Nick Greville

Michael Grogan

Adam and Dana Guild

Janet Hadley

Nick and Sarah Jansen

Peter and Tanya Johnson

Scott and Barbara Jones

Lionel and Jane Kaliff

David and Kimberly Klimek

Max Kohlenberg and Rebecca Minard

Liz and Gardner Lane

Rob and Weezie Lawrence
Susan Macdonald

Paul Maeder and Gwill York
Peter McNally

Lucy Metcalk

Jim and Donna Moody
Sharon Nolan and Jim Rosenfeld
Noel and Linda Olsen
Andrea Powning

Hank Reusch

Karen and Bill Richmond
Tom and Johanna Robinson
Bette and George Robson
Tom and Ellen Rogers

Phil and Wendy Sabra
Mark and Margot Schmid
Joanne Segal Fryer

Jeanne Segal and Tom Trainer
Jack and Jean Sharry

Drew and Kiki Shilling
Elizabeth Sittenfeld

Henry Swan

Pamela and Renke Thye
Pam Trippe

Jim and Karen Tung

Henry and Janet Vaillant
Ryan Wagner

Harry and Lucy Whitin
Stephen Woodsum



$500 to $999
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Up to $500
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Photo by: Tom Short

James and Eleanor Burgess
Sue and Dan Burns
Susan and William Cadieux
Paula Callanan and Peter Laytin
Tad and Peggy Campion
Paul and Sandy Carroll
Rich Castenson
Chris Chan and Annie Mock
Marc and Marne Chardon
Leo and Amy Chausse
Gregory Cherneff and

Martha Larrabee
Claudia Dent
Arlene Cloutier
Phil and Vicki Cloutier
Dan Codiga
David Cole and Betty Slade
Jim Collins and Genae Johnson
Jude and Allen Conway
Mary and Jack Connor
James Connor and Ann Donohue
Steve Connors
Carol and James Constantine
Jessica Cook
Marc Cooper and Felice Mendell
Alison Cooper-Mullins
Patricia Cornell
Corrinne Corrigan
David Corrsin
Martin Costa
Louisa Spottswood Coughlin
Michael and Jennifer Coye
Peter Crawley
Bill and Marti Crimmins
James and Edwina Cronin
Michael and Marian Cronin
Kate Crosby and Eric Kilburn
Deb Crossley and Phil Vance
Thomas and Barbara Cummiskey
Brendan Daley
Rosemary Daley
David Daniels
Thomas and Nancy Davenport
Vanessa Davis

Ginger Lyons and Richard de Neufville

Jack and Inge DeFusco
David and Deborah Deitz
Terry and Paula Delano
Bette Deveuve

Richard Dey

Joyce DiBona

William Dills



Distinctive Auto Body
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Beth Pollin and Katherine Pollin
Potter Funeral Service, Inc.
John and Kimberly Poulton
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Philip Weinstein
Ann Forest West and
Michael Piering

Troop 100 Eagle Scout Project Donation - River Reads

Eileen Wheeler Sheghan In 2025, the Westport River Watershed
Amy Wheeler and Timothy Reny Alliance celebrated more than the
Poo White
Judith Wicks unveiling of a new Little Free Library
Evelyn Wilber and Michael Habib called River Reads. We celebrated the
Ginny and Jack Wilkson power of youth leadership, creative
Jan and Don Williams . . .

) vision, and community collaboration.
Kate Wilson

Tom and Anne Winner
Gordon Wisbach
Peter Wohlauer and Robin Alt his Eagle Scout Project, transforming a e,
Barbara and Steve Woods weathered canoe into a floating tribute to storytelling and stewardship.
Josie Woollam
Michael Yogman
Myrth York and David Green
Mark Young and

Ann Beauregard-Young

The project was led by Thom Brow as

Thom'’s design beautifully reflects our riverside setting, blending

environmental awareness with the simple joy of sharing books.

The original spark for River Reads came from Michaelah Vascancellos,
WRWA'’s Lead Environmental Educator, who envisioned a mini library
accessible to all who visit the River Center. Her idea centered on literacy,
access, and encouraging families to linger, explore, and learn together. River
Reads represents what WRWA strives to cultivate every day: environmental
stewardship paired with community engagement, education rooted in
creativity, and opportunities for young leaders to leave a meaningful mark
on the watershed. We are deeply grateful to Thom for sharing his
craftsmanship, dedication, and spirit with Westport and for helping ensure

that stories, like rivers, continue to flow.

2025 Business Sponsors

ABC Rent-A-Tent Mary Ann’s Cleaning
BayCoast Bank Mechanics Cooperative Bank
Buzzards Bay Brewing Mott & Chace Sotheby’s International Reality
Country Woolens Partners Village Store
Dartmouth Building Supplies Residential Properties, Ltd.
Dentistry by Kevin Wendell, DDS Spindrift Beverage Co.
DSK Architects + Planners Westport Mobile Gas and Convenience
EMC Technologies Westport Rivers Vineyards
F.L. Tripp & Sons Westport Sea Farms
Graphix Plus Winn Waste

Lees Market



Fishing

Invitationa

Each spring and summer, Striped Bass return to
the Westport River, reminding us how deeply our
local waters are connected to the broader coastal
ecosystem of New England. In 2025, the Westport
River Watershed Alliance launched a new Striped
Bass Tagging Program, an initiative born from our

Fishing Advisory Committee to engage the community in following the seasonal movements of this iconic
species. By tagging a limited number of fish with acoustic transmitters and inviting the public to “adopt” and
track them, the program blends education, stewardship, and curiosity. While modest in scale, this effort
reflects a larger goal: fostering awareness and shared responsibility for a species facing population pressures
and strengthening our community’s connection to the river we all care about.

The WRWA Striped Bass Tagging Program strengthens partnerships with the local fishing community and
regional scientific leaders. Through participation in the Atlantic Cooperative Telemetry (ACT) Network, an East
Coast consortium that uses acoustic telemetry to track fish migration, we are contributing important data to
better understand striped bass movement, habitat use, and the overall health of our coastal ecosystem. The
success of our second annual WRWA Fishing Invitational, along with generous donor support, helped fund
this effort. Guided by the WRWA Fish Advisory Committee, the program reflects our commitment to science-
based stewardship and collaboration to sustain vibrant marine resources for generations to come.

We are grateful to Westport Rivers Winery and
Vineyard and the Russell family for their
generosity in hosting the event, and to our
generous Lead Sponsor Studio DSK.

WRWA'’s 9th Annual Summer Concert was held on
July 12, 2025, at the Westport Rivers Vineyard &
Winery, featuring nationally-recognized guitarist
Quinn Sullivan, a New Bedford native.

Guests enjoyed live music, food and drinks, and a
festive community atmosphere, with the event
supporting WRWA'’s outreach mission, celebrating
local culture, and appreciation of the beautiful
views within the watershed.




River Day 2025
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River Day 2025 was filled with bright sunshine and a wonderful turnout, \
as hundreds of community members gathered at the Head of Westport (4#
Town Landing on June 21 to celebrate the river we all cherish. Hosted by 2 Y-
the Westport River Watershed Alliance, the event welcomed many 3\
longtime favorites, including Audubon Society and Wainer Woods,
alongside new and returning partners such as the Watuppa Rowing
Center and the Westport MA 250 Committee. A powerful cultural
highlight was the participation of the Eastern Medicine Singers, whose
drumming and songs brought energy and meaning to the day. Families
enjoyed hands-on activities for children, live music, food and beverages,
environmental exhibits, and a lively community drum circle, creating a
festive atmosphere for all ages. We are deeply grateful to the sponsors,
volunteers, performers, and partner organizations whose generosity
made River Day another memorable success.
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2025 River Day Sponsors

Gerald and Maureen Sheehan

Westport Cultural Council

Jake McGuigan, Westport Select Board

Jack’s Landscape’n, Inc.

A.J. Potter Jr. & Sons, Inc.

Bradshaw Insurance Agency, Inc.

Distinctive Auto Body
Handy Hill Creamery

Phyllis Dobbyn Adams
Cali Almy
Whitmore Boogaerts: WB
Sculpture Studio
Daphne Borden
Connie Brown
Jeff Cantin
Steve Connors
Liz Coxe
Robert Dec
Iria DeValles-Vieira
Robert Feingold
Mary Ellen Flynn
Kristin Martin
Barbara Healy
Michael Hubert
Jill and Matt Kelsall
Paula Kochanek
Jill Law
Carolyn Lock
Gay Gillespie and Paul Mooney
Dick Manchester
Brian Mullaney
Robin Nunes
Galen Snow

2025 Gala Auction Donors

Long Moving and Storage
Pine Hill Equipment, Inc.
Pine Hill Gas & Convenience
Potter Funeral Home, Inc.
Domino’s Pizza

Wood'’s Ice Cream

Lees Market

Spindrift

Mechanics Cooperative Bank

Donna St Amant
Michele and John Demarest
Tom and Kate Schmitt
Kristin Martin

Carol Way Wood

Sherry Brown Cathy and Ted Pomeroy, and

Barbara Humphrey Westport Marine Dottie Harris
Varick Niles Laura Haverland, Andrew Morley Peter and Barbara Humphrey
Ursula Dodge and Sam Wilson: James River Mike Sullivan
Greg Stone Woodcraft Sean Mullaney
Nancy Whitin Phil Vance Sam Barnard
Kim Botelho Harmony Winters Tom Slaight
Stan & Paul’s Appliances Country Woolens Kristin and Bill Martin
Leanne Wilke: Baskets of Love Peggy Siebrandt: The Farm Giulia Scarpa
Gigi Priebe Gnome Surf Alan Poole
Jeffrey Westport - a women'’s lan Clegg Kate and Carroll Williamson
boutique Pam Manchester Newport Restaurant Group

Maryanne Buc.kley Sylvan Nurseries RISD Museum

Joanne Chevriere Tiffany Peay Phil Weinstein
Michele and John Demarest Betsy Powell Ken Short

Philip Cloutier Bruce Earle Brianna Pearson and Carol

Andrea Deveau-Cabral Peter Lisle Moriarty
_ Ken Short A friend of WRWA Zulu Nyala

Jill and Matt Kelsall Maggie Swift Mark Luttmann

Bill Gil Liz Burrello Opie Paul Maeder

Pamela Lowell Katharine Rosenfeld



Benefactors
Joel and Lisa Alvord
Peter and Rosanne Aresty
Charlie Baker and
Dorrie Pizzella
Greg Barr and Wendy Trippe
Bruce Bauman and
Denise Selden
Deborah and David Brown
Nils Bruzelius and Lynne Weil
Kathy Burdon and Karen Weiss
Phil and Hilary Burling
Mike and Catriona Burns
Richard and Leslie Carrigg
Nick and Meg Christ
Jane Clark and Jonathan
Gertler
Charlene and Terry Connolly
Coop and Geraldine Cooper
ChasCowing and Kit Gibson
Liz Coxe and David Forney
Stephen Culhane and
Kimberly Neuhaus
Ralph and Heidi Derbyshire
Mary Ellen and Ed Flynn
Hilary Friedman
Judith Hale
Sally Harty
Edie Hollingsworth
Sarah and Ted Lodge
Christina DiBona Pastan and
Peter Lucas
Richard and Nancy Mobley
John and Carol Moriarty
Lee Morrison and Henry Salver
Stacy and Sean Mullaney
Gigi and David Priebe

Tom and Johanna Robinson
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Elizabeth Sittenfeld
Barbara and Tom Slaight
Mike and Martha Sullivan
Don and Maggie Swift
Abby Test
Jen Traynor and Jack Templin
Clement Van Buren and
Laurence Théroux
Will and Laura Wilson

Patrons
Anonoymous
Richard and Cece Armstrong
Susan and Joseph Baron
Mary Berg and Peter Knight
Norman and Irene Buck
John and Susan Clarke
Janet Hadley
Meghan Hughes and
Kim Mayer
Henry and Cathy Lanier
Joanne Leary
Sally Ann Ledbetter
Terry MacFadyen
Ward and Lucy Mooney
Sara Peckham
Mark and Margot Schmid
Tom and Kate Schmitt
Christopher Thompson
Renke and Pamela Thye
Deborah Weaver and
Philip Weinberg

Sponsors
Anonoymous (2)

Bill and Penny Agnew
Bob Armknecht

Larry Bailis

Julie and Mike Baughan

The 2025 Summer Gala was a spectacular evening
graciously hosted by Bob and Pam Beck at the stunning
Rockbridge Farm. With beautiful summer weather and
sweeping views as our backdrop, more than 550 guests
gathered in celebration of the Westport River Watershed
Alliance — making this our largest and most successful

Gala to date.

We are deeply grateful to everyone who attended and
contributed to the evening’s success. Special thanks to the
many generous donors who supported our silent auction,
to the wonderful local vendors whose food, artistry, and
hospitality made the night so lovely and joyful, and to our
extraordinary volunteers whose dedication behind the
scenes ensured a truly unforgettable celebration.

Robert and Katherine Beede
Dick and Maggie Beers
Gertraude Bergland
Betsy Bernstrom and
Gregory Henes
Daphne Borden
Alison Coolidge and Tom
Boreiko
Mary Lou Boutwell and
George Lister
Mayke and Scott Briggs
Mike Brown and Anne Gately
Pam and Charley Carey
Chris and Mary Carter
Patti and Peter Cerilli
Pamela Coravos and
Garrett Stuck
David Corrsin
Michael and Jennifer Coye
Susan and Robert Daylor
Chas Deknatel
Michele Demarest and
John Patterson Jr.
Thomas Drew and
Carolyn Benedict-Drew
Barbara Faria and
Prather Palmer
Helga Faulenbach
George and Suzanne Gebelein
Gay Gillespie and Paul Mooney
William Glasgall
Karen and Mark Green
Amy Grutzner
Carol Ann Hayes
Lee Higgins
Edie and Curt Hollingsworth
Barbara and Peter Humphrey
Joan Thompson
Beth and Rich Kendall
Elizabeth Kieff
Ron Knapp
Max Kohlenberg and
Becky Minard

Nan Laird

Anne and Bob Larner

Karen Long

Christina DiBona Pastan and
Peter Lucas

Lisa and Mark Luttmann

Russell MaCausland
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Tom and Elena Matlack
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Chip and Nancy McGrath

Jim and Donna Moody

Wendy Nicholas Dorsey and
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David and Lee Patterson

Dr. Billie Pivnick and Jay Cohen

Samuel Ravid, MD

Debby Robbins and
George Andrews

Molly and Bill Sherden

Michael and Louise Silverman

Martha Slaight

Philip Snyder Foudation

Kim Beede Soule and
Richard H. Soule Jr.

Geoffrey and Elaine Swaebe

Cindy and Art Sweetser

Hilary and Ted Sweetser

Dewey and Katherine
Thompson

Pam Trippe

Henry and Janet Vaillant

Kate and Carroll Williamson

Cindy and Chip Wilson

Gordy Wisbach

Michael Yogman

Stephen and Kathy Young



Foundations

Harvey Family Fund of the Rl Foundation SouthCoast Community Foundation
Mass Cultural Council Van Sloun Foundation
Rupert Thompson Fund at the Rl Foundation Westport Education Foundation, Inc.

Joanne Shafran and Rob Haines Foundation

Westport Cultural Council

In Memory of Janet W. Jones of Westport Point
Allison Ryder and David Jones

In Memory of James Sloss Ackerman
Jill Slosburg-Ackerman

In Memory of Daniel Grover Fitch
Jodi Michna

In Memory of Sidney MacCormick
Jill and Matt Kelsall

In Memory of Lynn McFarlan-Randall
Ginny Berkowitz
Molly Perkins

In Memory of James Melvin
Frances Silva

In Memory of Joop Nagtegaal
by Kim Botelho
Spinner and Linda Findlay
Helga Faulenback Nichols
Nancy and Richard Mobley
Sean and Lisa Uiterwyk

In Memory of Grace Gay Newcomer
Vanessa Davis
Wendy Lee Sabra
Barbara Woods and Steve Marcus

In Memory of Richard Squire
Melissa Pelletier

River Tour Program
in Honor of Matthew Farley

In Memory of Linda Stratton
Margaret Natiello
Constance Lee

In Memory of Sterling Wall
Christine Hughes

In Memory of Bill Webster
Brindlalyn Chen

In Honor of Sam Barnard
Patricia Thompson

In honor of Maggie Beers
Will Beers

In Honor of Jeff Fitton
Betty and George Robson

In Honor of David Forney
Howard Stevenson

In Honor of: Michael Lynch, MD
Halpin Family Fund

In Honor of Steve Spivey
Janet Hadley

In Honor of Deborah Weaver
Jim and Robyn Worthington



High School Merit Scholarships

The Westport River Watershed Alliance has provided a Merit Award
Scholarship to graduating seniors for the past twenty-six years. This year,
WRWA is pleased to announce that Hannah Abrams received the first
place award of $2000 and Emma Hathaway received the second place
award of $1000. Students are selected for their outstanding academic
record, commitment to the environment, and leadership roles they
demonstrate in their chosen fields of interest.

Hannah was selected as the first place recipient because of her academic
excellence and commitment to the environment. Emma served as Vice
President of Westport High School’s environmental club and helped plan
and install a pollinator garden on school grounds. Emma is an exceptional
high honors student and artist who works to bring people together.

The award was made possible by the generosity of the late Margot C.
Boote, and by Bill Heath in memory of his parents Ruth and Bill Heath.
Margo, Ruth and Bill were all committed to environmental issues and
protection of the natural world. The Merit Scholarship awards offer
WRWA an opportunity to honor students who are planning to pursue a
college degree in a field that benefits the environment such as natural
sciences, environmental engineering, education, law, etc. or who have
demonstrated an interest in the Westport River, the watershed or

environmental protection.

Westport River Watershed Alliance

Advocacy Committee
Carolyn Benedict Drew

Kim Botelho

Burt Bryan

Jeff Cantin

Roberta Carvalho

David Cole

Harold Cooper

Mark Luttmann

Maury May

Paul Mooney, Vice Chair & Secretary
Joop Nagtegaal

Wendy Nicholas Dorsey, Chair
Julie O’Brien

Marilyn Packard-Luther

R. Michael Sullivan

Mark Thompson

Deborah Weaver

Jim Whitin

Development Committee
Margaret Broughton
Harold Cooper

Jeff Fitton

Gigi Priebe
Deborah Weaver
Cindy Wilson, Chair

Education Committee
Carol Bonnar

Kim Botelho

Gay Gillespie

Dan Harrington

Carol Ann Hayes
Christian Hutchinson
Marilyn Packard-Luther
Bill Sherden

Jordan Silva

Cindy Smith Wilson, Chair
R. Michael Sullivan
Cindy Sweetser
Michaelah Vasconcellos
Deborah Weaver

Nancy Weintsein
Maggie York

Merit Award Scholarship Winners
Hannah Abrams on Left,
Emma Hathaway on Right

2025 Volunteers

Education Program Volunteers
Jordan Silva

Noah Amaral

Tess Silvia

Emma Bessette
Jaira Bernardo
Andre Jusseaume
Jaxson Johnson
Jenna Egbe

Lucien Gagnon
Lilian Carvalho
Maggie York

Dan Harrington
Cindy Sweetser
Cindy Smith Wilson
Joan Tripp

Marilyn Packard-Luther
Steve Connors

Ed Rooney
Thomas Brow
Chad Brow



2025 Volunteer Speakers

Charles Clarkson
Anne DiMonti
Blake Dinius
Paul Dobbins
Emily Dutra
Kerian Fennelly
Dan Gibson

Finance Committee
Jeff Fitton

Joanne Leary

Paul Mooney

Sean Mullaney, Chair
William Sherdon
Nathan Rego

R. Michael Sullivan
Donald Swift
Deborah Weaver

Fishing Invitational
Sam Barnard
Wyatt Cooper
Chris Killenberg
Mark Luttmann
John McMahon
Sean Mullaney
Mike Sullivan
Don Swift, Chair
Ray Jarvis

Ryan Kim

Gala Committee
Joanne Chevriere
Mark Luttman, Co-chair
Lisa Luttman

Nancy Mobley

Sean Mullaney

Gigi Priebe

Ken Short

Don Swift

Deborah Weaver
Cindy Wilson, Co-chair

River Day Volunteers
Amanda Barbosa

Kim Botelho

Michael Brown

Alex Cameron

Jeff Cantin
Roberta Carvalho
Joanne Chevriere
Geraldine Cooper
Sally Dey

Monika Dube
Regina Dube

Jeff Fitton

Rita Gardent
Anne Gately

Jim Gorman

Dan Harrington
Wendy Henderson
Richard ligen

Jill Kelsall

Lisa Luttmann
Mark Luttmann
Tom Merchant
John McMahon
Wendy Nicholas
Julie O’Brien

Scott Parker
Norma Pineault
Joe Rapoza

Ed Rooney

Holli Roth

Lindley Schultz
Jay Sullivan

Mike Sullivan

Paul Sylvia
Michaelah Vasconcellos
Deborah Weaver
Chip Wilson

Cindy Wilson, Chair
Westport Fire Explorers

Summer Gala Volunteers

Donna Amaral
Nancy Austin
Pam Beck

Bob Beck

Dick Beers

Meg Beers
Daphne Borden
Kim Botelho
Margaret Broughton
Roberta Carvalho
Joanne Chevriere
Phil Cloutier

2025 Volunteers Continued

Steve Connors

Liz Coxe

Monika Dube
Regina Dube
Roland Dube
Abigal Duboyce
Sarah Duboyce
Liz Farley

Jeff Fitton

Gay Gillespie

Jim Gorman
Ginny Greenwood
Dan Harrington
Will Harrington
Barbara Healy
Cleve Heath
Weezie Howley
Richard lligen

Jill Kelsall

Mary Ellen Kennedy
Debbie King

Paula Kochanek
Mark LaValley
Joanne Leary
Sally Ann Ledbetter
Lisa Luttmann
Mark Luttmann
Lennox Massucco
Joel Maxwell
John McMahon
Wendy Nicholas
Helga Nichols
Theo Norton
Norma Pineault
Paul Pineault

Joe Rapoza

Tom Robinson
Dason Rooks
Lynne Samson

Bill Sherden
Molly Sherden
Jay Sullivan

Mike Sullivan
Cindy Sweetser
Don Swift
Annemarie Thompson
Michaelah Vasconcellos
Grace Versaggi
Tony Viveiros



2025 Volunteers Continued

Deborah Weaver

Jess Weaver

Phil Weinberg

Chip Wilson

Cindy Wilson

Maggie York

Gabriele Zybarth
Westport Fire Explorers

River Tour Volunteers
Captains:

William Chase
Rick Smith
Docents/Helpers:
Kim Botelho

Dan Harrington
Wendy Henderson
Lynne Samson

Bill Sherden

R. Michael Sullivan
Cindy Sweetser
Paul Tripp
Deborah Weaver
Maggie York

Electronics Recycling Volunteers
Kim Botelho

Andrew Depatiea

Jeff Fitton

Richard llgen

Jill Kelsall

Mark Luttmann

Jake McGuigan

Photo by: Steve Connors

John McMahon

Julie Morse

Marilyn Packard-Luther
Mike Sullivan

Deborah Weaver

Cindy Wilson

Summer Concert Volunteers
Kim Botelho

Dan Burns

Sue Burns
Roberta Carvalho
Joanne Chevriere
Steve Connors
Jeff Fitton
Barbara Healey
Jill Kelsall

Mark Luttman
Lisa Luttman
Nancy Mobley
Norma Pineault
Joe Rapoza

Mike Sullivan
Don Swift
Maggie Swift
Alex Swift
Michaelah Vasconcellos
Deborah Weaver
Phil Weinberg
Maggie York

Science Committee
Burt Bryan
Pam Beck

Roberta Carvalho
Rich Castenson

Bill Chase

Paul Dobbins
Mark Luttmann, Chair
Henry J. Frisch
Tom Merchant
Ken Perez

Tim Scott

R. Michael Sullivan
Deborah Weaver

Science Volunteers
Elise Ahmed

Leah Ahmed

Kim Botelho

John Bullard

Ed Carey

Cameron Carvalho
Sue Daylor

Paul Dobbins
Wendy Nicholas Dorsey
Gay Gillespie

Andy and Lanni Goff
Mark Luttmann
Donna Ridolfi

Mary Anne Sedney
Mark Strauss

R. Michael Sullivan
Don Swift

Michaelah Vasconcellos
Tom White

Jim Whitin
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