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Dear Members and Friends:
Letter from WRWA President and WRWA Executive Director

2017 proved both challenging and rewarding: challenging in the sense that the WRWA not only 
maintained and expanded on programs, projects and initiatives. Our Board and Staff spent 
considerable time, energy and resources thinking about and working on our future. It was 
rewarding because with the help of remarkable friends, members, supporters and volunteers, we 
accomplished and in many cases exceeded all our objectives.  2018 promises to be a “Watershed” 
year (pun intended) as we plan for and execute transition to new offices and resources at the Head 
of Westport, and a renewed commitment to sustain and improve the health of the Westport River 
Watershed as well as the communities it connects.

Science
Continued ongoing summer water quality monitoring including the partnership with the • 
Buzzards Bay Coalition Baywatchers Program.
Established a new Science Committee, including Board members and scientists from other • 
organizations.
Partnered with UMASS Dartmouth on 2 projects in Cockeast Pond:• 

1)  multi-year study for the assessment of the ecological health of the Pond;
2)  four year EPA funded study of the impact of oysters on nitrogen reduction.



Tom Schmitt 
WRWA President

Deborah Weaver
Executive Director

Education
Continued Partnership with Westport Community Schools, pre K—senior high school, in-class • 
lessons and field studies.
Provided three $1,000 scholarships to local high school seniors. • 
Partnered with Lees Market to support 5• th grade field study: Dune Grass Restoration.
Partnered with OnPoint Realty to support Commonwealth Corps Service Members, two • 
members serving as Environmental Educators and Volunteer recruiters.

Advocacy
Promoted monthly local meetings with leaders of other area non-profits.• 
Worked with Town officials to develop and secure a grant from the Seaport Economic Council • 
to pay for the costs of improving the Head Landing.
Annual meeting guest speaker George Heufelder spoke on the benefits & designs of            • 
de-nitrifying septic systems.
Printed and widely distributed an article on costs of de-nitrifying septic systems, authored by • 
Dave Cole & Cathy Lanier, long time WRWA members. 
Printed and mailed town-wide an educational flyer for residents on how to prevent • 
stormwater pollution at home.

Community Engagement
Oars & Paddles Winter art show at the Dedee Shattuck Gallery—over 45 donated works.• 
Annual River Day brought in over 700 people and 40 vendors and exhibitors.• 
Sold out Summer Music Concert in partnership with the Narrows Center for the Arts, hosted • 
& sponsored by the Westport Rivers Winery.
Hosted two  Electronic recycle Days in partnership with IndieCycle—8,000lbs of material kept • 
out of local landfills.
Held three Beach Clean-ups—over 100 volunteers participated.• 

 
River Center

Worked closely with virtually all Town boards and committees, completed a three-year • 
permitting odyssey.
Matched a $100,000 gift, thanks to many generous donors, members and non-members.• 
Hired Page Construction, our building partner. Page most recently completed the new • 
Education center for the Whaling Museum.
Began implementing an exciting education and information resource center for the entire • 
community.

 
 

“Bottom line”: Healthy finances, both operational and endowment (see charts)



Westport River Watershed Alliance 
2017 Finances*

Sources $486,737

Assets

Education revenue up• 
Three successful events• 
Membership, Gala, and Annual Fund • 
exceeded goals
Endowment use • reduced from 5% to 
2.5%

Uses $482,749

Personnel costs • down
Scholarship awards tripled• 
Event costs lowered• 
More funds spent for watershed • 
projects

Assets over $500,000 higher• 
Endowment up $100,000• 
Pledged River Center grants and • 
gifts up $400,000
River Center fundraising near • 
$2.0 million

*Unaudited
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2017 Education Programs
Over 2,000 school children participate in WRWA’s watershed 
education programs annually. Our award-winning program 
enhances the existing school curriculum with hands-on, science 
lessons and field studies in order to build a sense of local 
stewardship for our amazing natural surroundings.
During 2017, the WEP Program continued to improve throughout 
the year by reaching the following goals:

WRWA was again awarded 2 Commonwealth Corps volunteers • 
to help expand our education programs.  Our service members, 
Angela Hilsman and Victoria Quennessen, have done an 
excellent job educating local students on a variety of watershed 
topics.  
WRWA continues to expand and update our curriculum with • 
the latest science topics, including integrating the effects that 
climate change will have on the living things throughout the 
watershed.
The 27• th year of Adopt-a-Watershed was led by our staff in 
collaboration with Dan Harrington’s Environmental Science class 
at the Westport High School.  Students learn about water 
testing and biological tests that scientist used to determine the 
health of the river.
Fifth graders at Westport Middle School planted the 17,000• th 

dune grass seedling as part of the Dune Restoration Project.  
Students also researched the plants and animals that are 
adapted to survive in the dune’s climate.
WRWA has continued the successful partnership with the • 
Westport Historical Society to provide a field study for 6th grade 
students at the Head of Westport.  The field study teaches 
students how wetlands help protect the Westport River and the 
history behind the land use at the Head.
Again this year, WRWA received funding from BayCoast Bank to • 
host 2 local college interns to assist with our summer education 
and water quality monitoring programs.  Our two interns, 
Rachel Pacitto and Alexie Rudman, were great with students 
and had a passion for sharing their environmental knowledge.    
Summer science education programs for children were very • 
successful this year. We held seven weeks of summer programs, 
reaching over 100 participants ages 3 to 16 throughout the 
season.  We partnered with the Westport Cultural Council to 
offer 8 student scholarships to attend the summer program. 



2017 Science and Advocacy Programs
WRWA’s Water Quality Monitoring Program assesses bacteria and 
nutrient pollution in the Westport River.  Since 1991 WRWA has been 
regularly measuring pollution levels in the River. WRWA collects water 
samples from boat and land at up to 20 locations throughout the 
watershed from June - August.  In addition, WRWA and volunteers take 
part in the Buzzards Bay Coalition’s Baywatchers, a volunteer water 
monitoring project that demonstrates the progressive problem of 
nitrogen loading in our rivers and bays. WRWA’s goal is also to serve as a 
leader in bringing people together to protect and understand the local 
environment. The WRWA strives to serve as a hub in sharing information 
between Town regulatory bodies. 

It’s great news that during dry weather, bacteria levels are low enough 
that it’s safe for swimming, boating and shellfishing (in approved areas). 
Bacteria levels are typically elevated during wet weather events. The big 
news is that we’ve seen great improvement in the last 15 years. However, 
we continue to see elevated fecal coliform bacteria levels during storm 
events, especially in the upper East Branch. In 2017, over 120 samples 
were collected to analyze salinity, temperature, pH, turbidity and fecal 
coliform bacteria. Our dedicated volunteers are out testing, rain or shine. 
These water quality samples are also a means for us to evaluate the 
effectiveness of remediation projects, such as the raingardens and storm 
water systems at the Head of Westport.

In 2017, WRWA continued to serve as a resource to the Town of 
Westport and the state as well. Our yearly testing results are sent to the 
Commonwealth’s Division of Watershed Management-Watershed 
Planning Program and used to assess the ecological conditions of the 
River. We also worked closely with Town offices and committees to 
interpret and evaluate draft reports related to the nitrogen Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) in the River as well as municipal stormwater 
permit compliance.

This year we experienced unprecedented collaboration as WRWA staff 
worked with Town Boards effecting positive results such as: an Illicit 
Discharge Detection and Elimination Bylaw, progress on compliance for 
the Town of Westport’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System permit 
compliance, and taking part on a subcomittee with the Town of Westport 
Water Resources Committee on denitrification requirements for onsite 
wastewater systems. While 2017 did not have much positive news for 
environmental topics on a national scale, the staff at WRWA continue to 
work to solve the environmental problems facing the watershed. WRWA 
often partners with other environmental advocates to prevent measures 
in the state legislature that if passed, would weaken environmental 
protections.



2017 Annual Giving

$15,000—$30,000
R. Jeremy & Hannelore Grantham
Massachusetts Service Alliance 
(Commonwealth Corp.)
Rupert C. Thompson Fund

$10,000—$14,999
Linda & Charles Findlay
Rick Hunt
John & Carol Moriarty
The Van Sloun Foundation

$5,000—$9,999
Anonymous 
BayCoast Bank
Judith & Alan Pemstein
Debby Robbins
Thomas & Katharine Schmitt
Samuel Test
Massachusetts Cultural Council

$2,500—$4,999
Bob & Pam Beck
Helen E. Ellis CharitableTrust
Wally & Helga Nichols
Brooksie Robbins & 
  Christine Widing-Jonsson
Kendrick & Anne Snyder
Donald & Marjorie Swift

$1,000—$2,499
Anonymous
Joel Altstein & Nan M. Laird
Peter & Rosanne Aresty
Sally Bachelder

Ann S. Higgins
Arnold & Rosalind Hunnewell
Peter & Tanya Johnson
Scott & Barbara Jones
Bill Kern
Ted Kinnari
Joanne Leary
Sarah & Ted Lodge
Leo Marshall
Charlotte S. Metcalf
Lucy D. Metcalf
Curtis & Margaret Mock
Johannes & Ria Nagtegaal
Sharon Nolan & Jim Rosenfeld
Andrea M. Powning
James Rainville & Susan Stoops
Dinny Roberts
South Eastern Environmental 
  Education Alliance
Dick & Ann Squire
Stearns Charitable Trust
Henry & Janet Vaillant
Clement Van Buren
Ryan Wagner
Deboarh Weaver & 
  Philip Weinberg
Westport Cultural Council
Jim & Nancy Whitin

$500—$999
Mits & Marilyn Adams
E. Breck Arnzen & 
  Lani Peterson-Arnzen
Katherine Barkley
Robert & Katherine Beede

Bruce A. Bauman & Denise D. Selden
Community Foundation of
  Southeastern Massachusetts
Terrance & Charlene Connolly
Geoff & Tracy Cornell
Elizabeth D. Coxe & G. David Forney, Jr.
Charles Y. Deknatel
Michele Demarest & 
  John D. Patterson Jr.
Jeffrey Elefante & Catherine Satterlee
Marjorie Findlay & Geoff Freeman
Stephen L. Fletcher & 
  Michael D. Walden
Judith B. Hale

In an effort to acknowledge the many ways our contributors support WRWA throughout the year, members are 
listed according to their total annual giving. Gifts in this total include memberships, Annual Fund contributions, 
matching gifts, memorial contributions, endowment gifts, Summer Gala contributions (excluding auction 
purchases) and other donations from January 1 - December 31, 2017. Every effort has been made to ensure that 
these are accurate and inclusive. If you see an error, please contact the WRWA office.
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Tom Boreiko & Alison Coolidge
Lawrence & Susan Borges
Lee & Joanne Brewda
Norm Brisebois
Peter Kelsey & Brenna Casey
Susan Clare & Peter D. Parker
John & Susan Clarke
David & Giovanna Clott
John & Chris Conway
Michael & Carol Corbett
Charles Cowing & Katherine Gibson
Michael F. & Marian Cronin
Edward Dietrich & Barbara Smith
Michael Elefante & Louise Sawyer
Frederic & Elizabeth Eustis
Robin & Samuel Fan
Elizabeth Flynn & Andrew Lott
Jack Gorman
Sally Harty
Charlotte Harvey
Thomas & Barbara Jansen
Janet W. Jones
Martin & Judy Kelly
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Christopher & Susan Killenberg
Robert & Patsy Lawrence
Phip & Amy Lee
Peter & Kay Lisle
Jane Loos
Amy & Thomas Mangold, Jr.
Janie Martignetti
Marilyn Packard-Luther & 
  Jefferson Bull
Ronald Derosiers Memorial Fund
Janet Segal
Alan & Janis Semine
Chris & Deb Semine
Drew & Kiki Shilling
Paul & Elizabeth Sittenfeld
Barbara & Tom Slaight
Joyce & Fred Sparling
The Jeffrey Family Fund
Christopher & Elizabeth Thompson
Joan J. Thompson
David & Lynne Toth
Peter F. Wohlauer & Robin Alt

$250—$499
Joan & Richard Abrams
Tim & Monica Agnew
William & Susan Barker
Stephen & Robin Behrman
Warner & Ann Berthoff
Emilio Bizzi
Elizabeth Brinkerhoff
Charles F. Brodt
John & Laurie Bullard
Michael & Catriona Burns
Constance & Richard Castenson
Peter & Patti Cerilli

Carol Ann Hayes
Delia & Bill Hunt
David Jones & Allison Ryder
Richard & Alison Jones
Ryan & Jaime Kim
John & Patricia Koenitzer
Anne & Bob Larner
Robert & Weezie Lawrence
Robert & Susan Montgomery
James & Donna Moody
Noel & Linda Olsen
Garry Plunkett
Guy & Betty Reny
Nancy & David Reny
Amy Saldinger
Molly & Bill Sherden
Bennett & Lissa Singer
Howard & Fredi Stevenson
R. Michael & Martha Sullivan
Henry & Judy Swan
Margaret G. Thomas
Keith & Susan Watson
Benjamin & Elizabeth White
Harry & Lucy Whitin
Huseyin Yaser
David & Sarah Yerkes

Up to $249
Bill & Penny Agnew
Lucien & Kristi Agniel
Paul R. Alasso
Mark Allard & Leah Omahony
Al & Mady Almeida
Anne Almy
Carolyn F. Almy & 
  F.J. Whitmore Boogaerts
Carol & Leonard Amaral
J. George Anetakis
Gregg Angell
Charley & Pat Appleton
Robert G. Armknecht
Helene C. Auger
Susan & Bruce Bailey
Kevin Baker
Martha G. Baker
Michele Barnes
Walter & Anne Barnes

Bruce & Karen Clarke
Leslie & Ed Cronin
Bob & Susan Daylor
Donald Detrick
Matthew & Christine Doyle
Deborah & Henry Drinker
Carolyn K. Duby & David G. Swift
Bruce Earle
EMC Technologies
Rick Eustis
Dale Ferris
Grover  & Monika Fitch
Stuart & Ulrike Fuld
Carolyn Willard
Ellen Gates
Katherine & Matt Glendinning
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Barbara Bean
Judith M. Beavan
John & Mo Beiser
Alice Benedict & Caldwell Smith
Laura Bennett & Stephen Toro
David & Betsy Bienvenue
Peter & Sue Bigelow
David Biltcliffe
Judith E. Black
Victoria Black & Brian Corey, Jr.
Robert & Julia Blake
Richard J. Blum & Harriet Warm
Denise Bolduc
Julian & Pamela Bond
Carol Bonnar
David & Edith Borden
Bettina Borders & Victor Mailey
Christopher Bosso & Marcia Goetsch
Ruth & David Bourns
Mary Lou Boutwell
Maura & Stephen Bracken
Bradshaw Insurance Agency, Inc.
James & Ellen Brayton
Jane Gordon Brayton
Sally Brayton
Richard & Barbara Brewer
Peter & Tally Briggs
Stephen Brockman
Deborah & David Brown
Edward M. Brown & Judith Wolin
Michael W. Brown & Anne Gately
Gioia T. Browne & James Marsh
Wayne C. & Eileen M. Browning
Carroll & Nancy Brownlee
Nils J. Bruzelius & Lynne A. Weil
Burton B. Bryan
Virginia Buchanan
Norman & Irene Buck
Elizabeth Bullock & Stephen Jordan
Jim Burgess
Philip & Hilary Burling
John S. Buxton
Nate Byrnes
Edward & Peggy Campion
Fabien & Lisa Canuel
Wilfred & Joan Carney
Richard & Lesley Carrigg

John Cayer
Christopher T. & Annie Mock Chan
Phoebe A. Chardon
Leo & Amy Chausse
Nicholas & Meg Christ
Sarah & Chadwick Christie
John & Rayna Cipollini
Linda Clark
Michael & Amy Clarke
Sam Coale
Mike & Phinie Coleman
Robert F. Collins & Hope W. Sterling
James Connor & Ann Donohue
Annie Connors

Matthew Davis
Nancy M. Dawson
Virginia Lyons & Richard de Neufville
William Decker
John & Inge DeFusco
David & Deborah Deitz
George & Paula Delano
Richard Dey
Joyce A. DiBona & Robert H. Weiss
Patricia Dillon
Karen E. Donfried & 
  Alan E. Untereiner
Wendy & Jim Dorsey
Rosemary & Thomas Downer
Carrie Drake & Cranston Paull
Milton L. Dunham
Paul & Linda Eastwood
Beverley Edwards
Mark & Wanda Edwards
David Emilita
Holly J. Bronhard
Daniel & Clara Estow
Susan Esty & Larry Sullivan
Barbara Faria
Bradford & Eileen Faxon
Sandra & James Feeney
Charles & Kate Feininger
Kathy & Conrad Feininger
Marybeth Ferrarini
Sydney & Eric Fisher
Daniel & Carol Fitch
Anne Fitzgerald & Lawrence Hookey
Edward & Pauline Fitzgibbon
Anne Fonseca & David Moreira
Elizabeth M. Foote & 
  Eric J. Thorgerson
Edith B. Forrester
George & Susan Foster
Sarah Foster
Richard Fox & Galina Volkova
Thom & Janice Freddo
Gerald & Jane Freed
Katherine Frias
Henry & Priscilla Frisch
Brian C. Gallagher & Julie Morse
Lee & Polly Gardner
Skip & Tally Garfield

Anthony & Sharon Connors
Nat Connors
James & Carol Constantine
David & Linda Cornell
Martin Costa
Richard & Judith Cottrell
Elizabeth Coughlin & Damon May
Louisa Coughlin
Thomas & Joan Coughlin
Jennifer & Michael Coye
James & Edwina Cronin
Nancy C. Crosby
Larry & Nancy Culpepper
David & Jean Cummings
John & Betsy Cummings
Victoria R. Cunningham
Susan Czernicka
Brendan Daley
James & Rosemary Daley
Ingrid M. Davidge
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Jane A. Gasek
Albert & Mary Gaudet
Teg & Julie Gebhard
Elizabeth Gelfand & Jerry Sundheimer
Jessica Gesner
David A. Gibbs & Rosemary Pereira
Christine Gibney
Laura & Howard Gifford
Deborah H. Gilbert
Gay Gillespie
William & Linda Glaser
Derrill & Madison Goldizen
Lydia & Bill Gollner
Carol Goodman & Robert Walsh
Bob & Bea Gormley
Sarah & Mike Gossler
Roger M. Greene & 
  Barbara Truesdale Wisbach
Peter & Tracy Greenwood
Betsy Grenier & Jane Linden
Anne Griswold
Elizabeth Grossman & 
  Baruch Kirschenbaum
Gene & Carol Guay
Brian & Charlotte Guimond
David & Margaret Gullette
Michael Habib & Evelyn Wilber
Robert C. & Susan M. Hadley
Eleanor Anne Hall
James & Dorothea Hallan
Margaret Hamilton
Trevor Hamilton
Devens & Sandy Hamlen
E. Skyler & Linda Hardy
Joseph & Helen Harrington
James Harrison
Louisa Hart
June Hatfield & Roland C. Koelsch
Patricia Healey & Robert Makin
Anne & Jerry Heller
Russ Hensel & Karen Quigley
Matthew & Sally Herreid
Lee Higgins
David W. Hobart
William Hogan & Donna R. Massano
Richard & Ashley Holmquist
George & Marcia Holster

Barbara Honthumb & Richard Clare
Anne T. Hopkins
Sandra Horowitz
Cory Howland
Elizabeth Hubert & Ron Dumais
Alice Huff
Richard & Annie Ibara
Indiecycle, LLC
Paul & Jess Inwood
David J. Jabbour
Ed Jackson
Nick & Sarah Jansen
Trintje Jansen
Alissa & David Jarvis

Ryan Johnson
AJ & Allie Johnston
Joann J. Johnston
Deborah S. Judd & Hank Keating
John & Carolyn Kaiser
Lionel & Jane Kaliff
Peter & Kate Kastner
Joan Kaufman
Foster Kay
James & Judy Keeley
Joseph L. Keith
Judy L. Keller
Jill & Matt Kelsall
Tom & Suzanne Kendig
Danielle Kennedy
Gene & Peggy Kennedy
Mary Louise Kennedy
Patrick & JoAnn Keyes
Elliott & Jacqueline Kieff
Virginia A. King

Deborah L. Knapp
Ron Knapp
Thomas & Susan Knapp
Robert & Judith Knight
Caroline Knox
Daniel & Lee Kraft
Robert & Naoko Kugler
William & Julie Lach
Virginia L. Lacy
Nan & Jim Laird
David Lalima & Georgiana Thomas
Carol Langstaff & Jim Rooney
Margaret & John Lavender
Andy & Diane Lavoie
Rud Lawrence & Jackie Cohen
Raymond P. Leary
Timothy Lee
Peter Lenrow
John F. Lentini
Lucy Ann Lepreau
Maurice F. Lesses
Edward Levine
Diana Levy
Lanie Lincoln
Barbara Linnell
Jennifer Lisle & Steven Abreu
Richard T. Loring
Steven Lubar & Lisa Thoerle
Ruth & Bruce Lynn
Peter MacDougall
Terry MacFadyen & Jean Rosiello
Nancy & Roger Mackay
Carlton & Alice Macomber
Andrew D. Magee & Lucy Munson
Doris & Dick Magovern
Ann Maguire
William & Betsy Maker
Richard & Audre Manchester
Yvonne Marquis
Martha D. Marshall
Richard & Ann Mason
Douglas & Carolyn Materne
Alexandria & Parker Mauck
Maurice E. May
W. Brem & Anne P. Mayer
Roger & Brianna McAvoy
Thomas & Claire McCabe

Photo: Greg Stone



Olivia B. McCullough & 
  Jonathan Sharlin
John & Carla McDermott
John A. McDonough
Paul McDonough
Charles & Nancy McGrath
Joseph & Rosemary McGuill
Arthur & Doreen McKinley
Richard & Margie McNally
Denis Meadows
Nancee D. Meeker
Anthony & Rosemary Melli
James F. Melvin
Michel & Louise Methot
Paul & Diane Methot
Edward & Denise Micale
Barbara Millen
Erica Miller
Valerie & Doug Miller
Richard & Nancy Mobley
William & Eileen Moncrief
Dale Mongeon
Monika Montrymowicz
William & Lee Morrison
Hugh & Diana Morton
Joseph E. Mullaney
Elisabeth R. Mundel
William & Jane Napolitano
Russ & Claire Nauta
Evelyn Neiman
Craig Newberger
Eric & Jane Newcomer
Kirsten A. Newcomer
John & Kayla Niles
Harriet S. Noyes
Jonathan & Joan O’Brien
Doug & Sarah Oliveira
Elizabeth & Daniel Ostreicher
Joseph & Melissa Pacheco
Melinda Paine-Dupont
Robert & Mary Anne Pallack
John & Nancy Pannoni
Ernest T. Patrikis & Emily Trueblood
Martha Holman Paull
Melissa Pelletier
Celeste Penney
Lawrence & Lorna Phan

Andrew & Kristi Pickering
Norma Pineault & Jay Sullivan
Ted & Cathy Pomeroy
Jonathan & Robin Potter
John & Kimberly Poulton
Alexander Preston
Katharine Preston
Ronald & Loretta Price
Gina Purtell
Chris & Sara Quintal
Harriet Rantoul-Hazard
Sharon Raposa & Steve Siebel
Shmuel & Katya Ravid

Gretchen Reilly
Sandy Reynolds & Debbie Johansen
Margaret Reznik
Mary Ries
Frances Riley
Larry & Ellie Rink
Raymond A. Robillard
Thomas & Johanna Robinson
June Brownell Roche
Jane Roessner
Dennis & Ruth Rog
Gordon D. Rowe
Michael & Kathy Roy
Robert & Carol Russell
John & Gail Sampieri

Marge & Chet Sandborg
David & Bonnie Sands
Quentin Sanford
Edward & Kathy Sayers
Carol Schene
Paul & Christine Schmid
Amy F. Scott
Timothy M. Scott & 
  Gabriele M. Zybarth
Norma Sears
Mary Anne Sedney
Nancy Selvage
Eileen & Kevin Shea
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Mary Ann Shea
Eileen Wheeler Sheehan
Richard & Elizabeth Shorrock
Gary & Terry Simmons
Joan Slafsky
Thomas H. Slaman & 
  Kenneth C. Stone
David Bent Smith
Mary Smith
Victoria Smith
Martha Soehring
Rosanne Somerson
Eva Sommaripa
Katharine Spencer & Peter Rosenfeld
Elizabeth S. Spicer



John Spicer
Kevin St Martin & 
  Marianna Pavlovskaya
Meri-Ellen St. Martin
Carol & Bob Stegeman
Jonathan & Peggy Stevens
Gregory & Brenda Stone
Linda M. Stratton
Bonnie  & Sandy Stropp
James & Patricia Stubbert
Phillip & Linda Stubblefield
Patrick & Shelagh Sullivan
Emily H. Sutton
Arthur & Cindy Sweetser

Linda & Jeffrey Swope
Amma Szal
Sue Szekely
Maryann & William Tabola
Karen Morrissette Tajalli
Paul A. Tamburello, Jr.
Jennifer & Seth Terry
Ted & Carol Thibodeau
Carlton & Nancy Thompson
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Mark & Connie Thompson
Stephen Thompson & Debbie Brown
Maynard Thomson
Lawrence Tittemore
David Tobias & Elizabeth Micheels
Ralph Tompkins & Fran Clark
Martha Torrance
Mary Trigg & Ron Rapp
Allen & Amelia Tripp
Lee O. Tripp
Leslie Tripp
Linda Tripp
Arstein & Catherine Tveit
William & Charlotte Underwood

Lauren Usilton
Paul & Martha Valcourt
Hilly & Piet van Loon
Neil & Sue Van Sloun
Willem & Inge Vanpelt
Douglas & Madeleine Vrona
Susan Wakeman
Sterling Wall
Dale Weber & Frank McDonough

Janet & Hans Wegner
Nancy Weinstein & John Dean
Rosalind Weir
Ann Forest West & Michael T. Piering
Gretchen & Larry Whipple
Donald B. White
William & Ellie Wickes
Barbara Wicks
Faith Wilbur & Peter D’allesandro
Ginny & Jack Wilkens
Nina & Kent Willever
Carroll & Kate Williamson
Thomas & Anne Winner
Sandra Wolff & John Jacobson

Alice Wood
Helen & Hilary Woodhouse
Susan Worthen
Stephen Wuori
George Yeomans
Michael Yogman
Stephen & Kathy Young
Richard & Louise Zanrucha



Oars and Paddles Art Show

Our thanks to Dedee and Bill 
Shattuck, for their generous donation 
of the beautiful and bright gallery 
space for our show. 

Wine and beer were generously 
provided by Westport Rivers Winery 
and Buzzards Bay Brewing.

Artists     

Phyllis Dobbyn Adams
Ashley Ainsworth
Ray Audet
Debbie Bianco
Dennis Broadbent
Liane Byrnes
Susan Czernicka
Rose Esson-Dawson
Maureen Fleming
David Formanek
Gail Fredell
Jan Freddo
Rita Gardent
Gay Gillies
Christina Glaser

Our fourth annual winter art show 
had the theme of “Oars and Paddles” 
in 2017. Hosted at the Dedee 
Shattuck Gallery from February 25 - 
March 4, this was our
best attended event yet, and the 
artwork was extraordinary.

We collected forty-five old wooden 
oars and paddles, and gave them to 
area artists, whose imaginations 
transformed them into beautiful 
works of art, ranging from whimsical 
to inspirational. We are so pleased 
that this winter art show has become 
a popular regional event.
The gallery was packed for the 
reception and silent auction.

In conjunction with the Oars and 
Paddles art show, we hosted another 
Brushes and Brews art event, with 
artists Pam Clarkson and Barbara 
Healy offering a two-hour workshop, 
creating a lovely painting of a 
Westport water scene.

Annie Griswold
Sandra Hall
Shirley Hardison
Barbara Healy
JC Cummings
Trintje Jansen
Caitlyn Kenney
Elizabeth King
Fred Kracke
Perrin Gardent
Nick Jansen
Susan Medyn
Jim & Nancy Whitin
Jennifer Rashleigh
Barbara Slaight
Mac Stanton
Lucy Tabit
Abigail Test
Michael Walden
Faith Wilbur
Corey Windham
Sarah Tappen Windham
Helen Woodhouse
Brenda Wrigley-Scott
Carolyn Waters 



A.J. Potter Jr. & Sons, Inc.
Adamsville Healing Arts Center
Adamsville Wine & Spirits, LLC
Albanese Monuments, LLC
American Canine
Anchor Animal Hospital
Baraby Corp.
Beetle, Inc.
Boutique Fitness, Inc.
Chase Farm Veterinary Hospital
Coyne & Powers Insurance Agency, Inc.
Cuttyhunk Shellfish Farms
Durfee Buffinton Insurance Agency, Inc.
EcoRI News
Fernandes & Charest, P.C.
Field Engineering Co., Inc.
Homeworks
Gray’s Grist Mill, Inc.
Handy Hill Creamery
Hay Ray’s Farm & Feed
Head Town Landing Country Store
Kind Snacks
Kozy Nook Restaurant
Lawton Builders
Marguerite’s Restaurant
Meriz Landscaping, Inc.

N.A.C. Security & Stereo 
Systems, Inc.
Potter Funeral Service, Inc.
Representative Paul Schmid & 
  Christine Shapleigh Schmid
R. Michael & Martha Sullivan
The Horsley Witten Group, Inc.
Toyota Of Dartmouth
Village Pizza
Dr. Douglas G. and Madeleine 
  Vrona
Westport Chiropractic, Inc.
Whaling City Transit Inc.
Wilfrid’s Garage Inc.
Zibra Corporation

2017 River Day SponsorsWRWA’s 2017 River Day Festival took 
place Saturday, June 10th at the Town 
Landing at the Head of Westport on 
one of the first beautiful days of 
Spring.  This free, family-friendly 
festival in celebration of the Westport 
River drew over 700 community 
members and visitors.  The poster 
contest winner was third grader Anna 
Herliczek.  

Over 40 exhibitors and vendors 
presented at the event including area 
nonprofits, local farmers and 
environmental companies.  

Activities included 
fish T-shirt printing  • 
wee boat building• 
stilt building• 
face painting • 
historic tour of the Head of • 
Westport
live Raptor show• 
poster winner awards• 
native American demonstration  • 
with Donna Mitchell
live music by The Gnomes• 

River Day

River Day Committee 
Charley Appleton, Chair
Steve Connors
Gay Gillespie
Jennifer Lynch
Donna  Mitchell
Marilyn Packard-Luther
Katharine Spencer Rosenfeld
Deborah Weaver
Dale Weber



Summer Concert at the Westport Rivers Vineyard

Summer Concert Sponsors:

Westport Rivers Vineyard & Winery

WRWA held its second annual sold-out summer concert with 
Dar Williams and Chris Smither on July 15, 2017 at the 
Westport Rivers Vineyard & Winery.  

Co-presented by the Narrows Center for the Arts in Fall River, 
over 650 people attended from all over New England.  

A Stand-Up Paddle Board was raffled at the event—Owen 
Costa, age 7, was thrilled to draw the lucky winning ticket for 
Kathleen McGinn! 

Following the concert, the Winery hosted a Champagne 
reception for members and sponsors to meet the performers 
in the Cask room.

Bayside Restaurant
Country Woolens, Inc.
Lees Oil Service, Inc.
Pine Hill Equipment, Inc.
Ralco Electric and Generator, Inc.



2017 Summer Gala

Benefactors
Joel & Lisa Alvord
Trey & Debbie Bianco
Phil & Hilary Burling
Joe Ciffolillo & Catherine Hafer
Terry & Charlene Connolly
Elizabeth Coxe & David Forney
Andrew Dreyfus
Linda & Spinner Findlay
Ed & Mary Ellen Flynn
Jack Gorman
Judy Hale
Sally Harty
Scott & Barbara Jones
Sarah & Ted Lodge
Michael & Linda Moody
Ward & Lucy Mooney
Carol & John Moriarty
Tom & Johanna Robinson
Michael & Judy Rosow
Tom & Kate Schmitt
Patrons
Lily Altstein & Cory Zigler
Bruce & Denise Bauman
Russ Beede
Mary Lou Boutwell
Mike Elefante & Louise Sawyer
Dale Ferris
Carol Ann Hayes
Joe Mullaney
Wally & Helga Nichols
Arthur & Connie Parker
Beverly Schuch
Janet Segal
Barbara & Tom Slaight
Anne & Kendrick Snyder
Chris & Elizabeth Thompson
Deborah Weaver & Philip Weinberg
Sponsors
Anonymous (2)
Bill & Penny Agnew
Richard & Cece Armstrong
Charlie Baker & Dorrie Pizzella
Libby Baylies & Nick Burns
Harold & Ceelie Beacham

Robert Bechtle & Whitney Chadwick
Bill Pardee & Lin Beck
Katherine & Rob Beede
Peter & Mary Berg
Tom Boreiko & Alison Coolidge
Jim & Ellen Brayton
Jane G. Brayton
Scott & Mayke Briggs
Elizabeth Brinkerhoff
Nils Bruzelius & Lynne Weil
John & Laurie Bullard
Christine Burgess
Nancy Burkholder
Susan Bush
Tad & Peggy Campion
Pam & Charley Carey
Susan & John Clarke
David Cole & Betty Slade
Kit & Chas Cowing
Marian & Michael Cronin
Charles Deknatel
Ralph & Heidi Derbyshire
Thomas Dew & Carolyn Benedict-Drew
Henry & Deb Drinker
David J.S. Emilita
Barbara Faria
Grover & Monika Fitch
Teg & Julie Gebhard
Gay Gillespie
Ed Goldberg
Lydia & Bill Gollner
Calla & Ralph Guild
Scott & Laurie Haig
John & Corbin Harwood
Ann Higgins
Lee Higgins
Martin & Judy Kelly
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Ron Knapp
Daniel & Lee Kraft
Nan & Jim Laird
Cathy & Henry Lanier
Anne & Bob Larner
Joanne Leary
Peter & Kay Lisle
Jennie & Peter Lucas

Jean Rosiello & Terry MacFadyen
Elizabeth Ward
Janie Martignetti
Maria & David Martin
George & Elizabeth Maxted
Brem & Anne Mayer
Chip & Nancy McGrath
Barbara Millen & James Preston
Jim & Donna Moody
Bill & Lee Morrison
Sean & Stacy Mullaney
Elisabeth Mundel
Sam Mundel & Andy Paige
Joop & Ria Nagtegaal
Sharon Nolan & Jim Rosenfeld
Melinda Paine-Dupont
Dr. Billie Pivnick
Andrea Powning
Jim Rainville & Susan Stoops
Debby Robbins
Mark & Margot Schmid
Paul & Tina Schmid
Michael & Louise Silverman
Martha Slaight
Linda Stratton
Mike and Martha Sullivan
Maggie & Don Swift
Abigail Test
Joan Thompson
Renke & Pamela Thye
Pam Trippe
Janet & Henry Vaillant
Clement Van Buren
Douglas & Madeleine Vrona
Weatherlow Farms
Dale Weber & Frank McDonough
Mary Kaneb Wellman
Jim & Nancy Whitin
Peter Wohlauer & Robin Alt

Special thanks to Dick & Betty Fitton for 
hosting the event overlooking the West 
Branch of the Westport River. Gala 
invitation design & illustration by UMASS 
Dartmouth student Kira Hallberg.



2017 River Center—Capital Campaign Supporters

Contributions 2014-2017

Gifts over $10,000 will be 
acknowledged on the River Center 
Donor Wall

$300,000 and above
Anonymous (1)
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Facilities Fund

$100,000 to $299,000
BayCoast Bank
John and Carol Moriarty
Town of Westport Community 
  Preservation Committee

$50,000 to $99,999
Gregory Barr and Elizabeth Trippe
David and Deborah Brown*

Grimshaw - Gudewicz Charitable 
  Foundation*
Thomas and Katharine Schmitt

$15,000 to $49,999
Scott and Mayke Briggs
Elizabeth D. Coxe and 
  G. David Forney, Jr. 
Oliver S. and Jennie R. Donaldson 
Charitable Trust
Charles and Linda Findlay
R. Jeremy and Hannelore Grantham
Andreas and Diane Halvorsen
Sally Ann Ledbetter
Charlotte S. Metcalf*
Ward and Lucy Mooney*
Johannes and Ria Nagtegaal
Mr. and Mrs. C.Walter Nichols, III
Arthur H. and Constance Parker*
The Schrafft Foundation
Abigail Test

$10,000 to $14,999
BankFive*
Hallie, Schuyler and Spencer Bianco
Tom Boreiko and Alison  Coolidge
Gay Gillespie
Jack and Joanie Gillette*
James and Carol Ann Hayes*
Tom and Jennifer Hunnewell
The Island Foundation, Inc.
Lafrance Hospitality*
Henry and Catherine Lanier*
Janie Martignetti*
Thomas and Johanna Robinson
Thomas A. Rodgers, Jr. Family 
  Foundation
Paul and Christine Schmid*
Stearns Charitable Trust*
Tom and Joanie Swift
Deborah Weaver and Philip Weinberg*
Catherine MacIntyre Williams
Carroll and Kate Williamson*

“We must sail sometimes with the wind and sometimes against it. But we must sail and not drift, nor lie 
at anchor.”—Mark Twain

The earlier part of 2017 saw gentle winds moving us forward. In January the Facilities Committee, under 
the leadership of project manager Charley Appleton, hired Page Building Construction Company as the 
River Center contractor. The team from Page worked closely with the architects to finalize the design and 
engineering plans. Throughout the year, numerous meetings with Town boards culminated with securing 
all the necessary permits.
 
The wind certainly filled our sails as we ended 2017 with a successful fundraising campaign. In the fall, a 
member made a generous $100,000 gift that had to be matched by mid-December. With over 40 
contributors we exceeded the match, bringing us ever closer to our $2M goal! 

We begin the New Year with a new well, a building permit, and the promise of starting construction in 
March. We are certainly not “drifting nor lying at anchor.”



$1,000 to $9,999
Anonymous (2)
Bill and Penny Agnew
Joel Altstein and Nan Laird
Elizabeth A. Baylies and 
  R. Nicholas Burns
Susan and Henry Ashworth
Lin Beck and Bill Pardee
Lawrence and Susan Borges 
Elizabeth J. Brinkerhoff*
Nils J. Bruzelius and Lynne A. Weil*
John and Laurie Bullard 
Philip and Hilary Burling 
Bruce and Karen Clarke 
Pamela Coravos and Garrett Stuck
Michael F. and Marian Cronin
Michael Elefante and Louise Sawyer*
Emmons-Bradlee Family Foundation
Robert and Pam Faulkner*
Steve and Lyn Fors*
Curtis Freese and Heather Bentz 
Joseph Greaney and Nancy Becker
Terrence J. Guiney and 
  Christine Meng
Ann S. Higgins 
Thomas and Barbara Jansen 
Scott and Barbara Jones 
Ron Knapp
Trisha Knapp Weber
Diana Levy 
Will Makris and Doug Reed 
Charles and Nancy McGrath
James and Donna Moody*
Joseph E. Mullaney
Sharon Nolan and James Rosenfeld
Andrea M. Powning
Deborah C. Robbins
Rupert C. Thompson Fund of the 
  Rhode Island Foundation
Paul and Elizabeth Sittenfeld 
Barbara and Tom Slaight
Kendrick and Anne Snyder
Spindrift Soda
R. Michael and Martha Sullivan*
Pam Trippe in memory of 
  Charles Trippe 
Jim and Karen Tung
Henry and Janet Vaillant*
Alan Voorhees and Lisa Moro 

Douglas G., D.M.D. and 
  Madeleine Vrona*
Keith and Susan Watson 
James and Nancy Whitin

Up to $999
Anonymous (1)
Charley and Pat Appleton 
Russell S. Beede
Gertraude Bergland 
Robert and Daphne Borden
Mary Lou Boutwell 
Jill Bresky 
Gioia Browne and Jim Marsh*
Ed and Susie Carey 
Richard and Constance Castenson
Michael and Amy Clarke 
John and Chris Conway
John and Betsy Cummings
Ingrid M. Davidge
Lydia and Bill Gollner 
Jennifer Marshall and 
  Rupert Grantham
Peter and Tracy Greenwood
Nick and Sarah Jansen 
Mary Ellen Kennedy 
Christopher and Susan Killenberg 
Joanne Leary
John A. MacFadyen and 
  B. Jean Rosiello 
Martha D. Marshall 
Elizabeth and George Maxted
Kate Neave and David Bechhofer
Marilyn Packard-Luther and 
  Jefferson L. Bull 
Paskamansett Bird Club
Martha L. Slaight 
Emily Vogler 
Sterling Wall 
Eileen Wardwell
Elizabeth and Bob Wax 
Dale Weber and Frank McDonough 
Gretchen and Larry Whipple 
Benjamin and Elizabeth White 
Stephen and Kathy Young 

* Pledged beyond 2017

River Center—Capital Campaign Supporters cont.



2017 Corporate Sponsors
ABC Rent-A-Tent
Acoaxet Veterinary Clinic, Inc.
BayCoast Bank
Buzzards Bay Brewery
Dartmouth Building Supply
David J.S. Emilita, AICP
Dentistry by Kevin J. Wendell, DDS P.C.
Dorothy P. Tongue, P.C.
Elegant Restrooms
EMC Technologies
F.L. Tripp & Sons
Graphix Plus
Lafrance Hospitality
Lees Market for Education Programs
Mechanics Cooperative Bank
Mid-City Scrap
Milbury & Company, LLC
On Point Property Agents LP for 
  Education Programs
Partners Village Store
Prima CARE, P.C.
Sitec Engineering, Inc.
Spindrift Beverage Company
Waring-Sullivan Homes Of Memorial Tribute
Westport Federal Credit Union
Westport Rivers Vineyard & Winery

Special Recognition Gifts
In memory of Patricia Conaway

Michael and Wendy Baker
Pamela and Julian Bond
Steven and Dorothy Carter
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Lamson
Lanie and Tad Lincoln
Beverly C. Hall
Richard and Kathleen Metcalf
Richard & Nancy Mobley
James Sequeira
Sandra Wolf and John Jacobson
Susan B. Worthen

In memory of Walter Lomba
June Hanlon
Jane Hunter
Michael and Barbara McGath
Lisa Shaplen
Addie Thomas & Peckham, Inc.

In memory of Others
Jonathan and Perrin Hicks

MATCHING GIFTS

IBM Matching Grants Program - Mary Ellen Kennedy
Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation - Carolyn Langstaff

Photo: Greg Stone

In memory of Alan Manchester
Paul Alasso
Michael & Carol Corbett
Paul and Phyllis Corcoran
Sara Davidson
Richard & Audre Manchester
Jane Schorer
Jay Sullivan and Norma Pineault
Albert & Irene West

In memory of Fred Slafsky
Amy Rosenberg and John Slafsky

In memory of Arnold Tripp
Katherine and Matt Glendinning
Andrea Greenwood-Syron
Linda Tripp



Advocacy Committee
Charley Appleton
Rich Castenson
David Cole
Ingrid Davidge
Tom Jansen
Ron Knapp
Maury May
Marilyn Packard-Luther
Bill Pardee
John Perry
Alex Preston
Ron Price
Tom Schmitt
Dale Weber
Jim Whitin, Chair

Buoy Event Volunteers
Charlie Appleton
Lauren Arruda
Elizabeth Brinkerhoff
Ed Carey
Dedee Shattuck Gallery
Gay Gillespie
Linda Findlay
Trintje Jansen
Sarah Jansen
Ketcham Traps
Grant Moore
Marilyn Packard-Luther
Ryan Palmer
Tom Robinson
Tom Schmitt
Christina Sherman
Dale Weber
Evelyn Wilber
Faith Wilbur
Sarah Windham

Development Committee
Steve Connors
Ingrid Davidge
Linda Findlay, Chair
Gay Gillespie
Tom Jansen
Jennifer Lynch
Carol Moriarty

Tom Robinson
Tom Schmitt
Deborah Weaver

Education Committee & 
Volunteers
Tiffany Cosgrove
Dan Harrington
Colleen Brady Kearney
Sally Ann Ledbetter
Janie Martignetti
Marilyn Packard-Luther, Chair
Christina Sherman
Bonnie Stropp
Gretchen Whipple

Gala Committee
Denise Bolduc
Elizabeth Brinkerhoff
Linda Clark
Steve Connors
Russ Craig
J.C. Cummings
Linda Findlay, Co-chair
Gay Gillespie
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Jennifer Lynch
Lucy Mooney
Ron Price
Tom Robinson
Deborah Weaver
Dale Weber, Co-chair
Fanny Whitman
Evelyn Wilber

Gala Volunteers
Sam & Gabe Beausejour
Elizabeth Brinkerhoff
Michael Brown & Anne Gately
Jeff Bull
Ed Carey
Rich Castenson
Jackie Cohen
Elizabeth Coxe
Ingrid Davidge
Richard Dey
Deb Drinker

Spinner Findlay
Annie Flather
Jennifer Gazdacko
Golf Car Solutions
Bill Gollner
Jim Gorman
Margot Green
Betsy Grenier
Carol Ann Hayes
Tom & Barbara Jansen
Trintje Jansen
Rud & Annie Johnson
Rud Lawrence
Sally Ann Ledbetter
Beth Maxted
Maury May
Frank McDonough
Lucy Mooney
Carol Moriarty
Helga Nichols
Marilyn Packard-Luther
Lee Patterson
Norma Pineault
Martha Slaight
Jay Sullivan
Pam Trippe
Jim Whitin
Fanny Whitman
Evelyn Wilber

River Day Volunteers
Barret Allen
Laurie Amman
Charley Appleton
Alex Audet
Gabe Beausejour
Elizabeth Brinkerhoff
Mike Brown
Nancy Burkholder
Ed Carey
Susie Carey
Rich Castenson
Ingrid Davidge
Jim Dorsey
Sandra Elliot
Ann Gately

Westport River Watershed Alliance 2017 Volunteers

Bill Gollner
Jim Gorman
Barbara Jansen
Tom Jansen
Debby King
Katie Lynch
Maury May
Frank McDonough
Carol Moriarty
Julie Morse
Marilyn Packard Luther
Tom Robinson
Katharine Spencer Rosenfeld
Christina Sherman
Liz Stedman
Louisa Tavares
Martha Valcourt
Dale Weber
Phil Weinberg
Gretchen Whipple
Ellie Wickes
Evelyn Wilber

Science Committee
Burt Bryan
Rich Castenson, Chair
David Cole
Jim Hartnett
Rachel Jakuba
Ken Perez
Tom Schmitt
Jim Whitin

Science Volunteers
Bea Gormley
Ron Price
Catherine Williams
Dick Manchester
Charley Appleton
Ed Carey
Chris Killenberg
Ryan Palmer
Ron Price
Kate & Tom Schmitt 
Jim Whitin



The Westport River Watershed Alliance (WRWA) is a nonprofit environmental education and 
advocacy group, formed in 1976 to protect and conserve the natural resources of the Westport River 
and it 100-square mile watershed located at the entrance to Buzzards Bay in southeastern 
Massachusetts. The Westport River watershed includes the communities of Westport, Dartmouth, 
Fall River and Freetown in Massachusetts, and Tiverton and Little Compton in Rhode Island. WRWA 
has established itself as a leader in the environmental grassroots movement of New England, and is 
considered a role model for other similar organizations.

WRWA’s primary purpose and goals are:  

to promote the environmental integrity of the Westport River watershed and its environs on 1. 
Buzzards Bay and Rhode Island Sound;

to advocate for the wise use and preservation of natural resources for the aesthetic, recreational, 2. 
and economic benefit of watershed citizens; and 

to inform the public of the intra-relationship amoung water, soils, plants, and animals, especially 3. 
humans.

Photo: Barry French



Westport River Watershed Alliance
1151 Main Road

P.O. Box 3427
Westport, MA. 02790-0703

508-636-3016
508-636-8884 (FAX)

http://westportwatershed.org/

Photo: Jack Wilkens


